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Frozen 
pipes 
freeze 
MMC 

By D a n Shea 
STAFF WRITER 

On the evening of Sunday, Feb. 
15, a pipe froze and subsequently 
burst in Adirondack House, spew-
ing water and flooding the Career 
Services Office's (CSO) Career 
Library Area, located on the first 
floor. College officials allege that 
the pipe froze after an attic window 
in the gear office of the Middlebury 
Mounta in Club (MMC) was left 
open. College officials have now 
frozen the MMC's budget in expec-
tation that it will fall to the M M C to 
cover the damage costs. 

CSO Executive Director Jaye 
Roseborough said that the room 
was closed for three to four days as 
Facilities Management cleaned the 
water-damaged furni ture and car-
pet. Visiting employers moved inter-
viewing sessions to rooms elsewhere 
on campus, and the foul smell forced 
the CSO staff to close the doors to 
surrounding offices. Roseborough 
noted, however, that the disrupt ion 
to students was limited by the fact 
that most of the CSO's resources 
are available online. M M C President 
Andy Hale '06 first learned of the 
burst pipe when he opened an e-mail 
from Assistant Director for Ou tdoo r 
Programs Derek Doucet. In subse-
quent discussions with Doucet, Hale 
discovered that Doucet had decided 
to freeze the club's budget to ensure 
that it would have the funds to cover 
the costs of clean-up and perhaps a 
new carpet, which are estimated at 
$4,000 to $6,000. Neither Doucet 
nor Facilities Management were 
available to comment . 

The repercussions of a freeze 
on the budget of the College's larg-
est student organization are likely 
to be felt by many. Hale noted that a 
freeze would effectively "shut down 
the day-to-day expenditures [of the 
organization]. Most importantly, 
we would not be able to pay for gas" 
when members go on M M C - s p o n -
sored trips. The club's officers have 
not yet decided whether they will ask 
students to pay for gas and other ex-
penses themselves, but the decades-
long M M C tradit ion of offering free 
trips is certainly in jeopardy. 

While Hale acknowledges that 
the M M C should defray damage 
costs if the club is indeed responsible, 
he feels that culpability has no t been 
established. M M C Climbing Direc-
tor Lynne Z u m m o '06 also feels that 
the club is not being afforded the 
due process it would have expected. 
Facilities Management is acting "as if 
the M M C is responsible, but we have 
no chance to tell our side." 

Z u m m o and Hale are especially 
concerned because the weekend 
when the burst occurred was the 
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WINTER CARNIVAL ON ICE 
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Vlad Lodoaba 

Grac ing Kenyon Arena, Hilary Gibbons and Justin Pekarek skim the ice in the "MIDDle of the Road" Ice Show Friday evening. The annual ice show, 
which featured local skaters and guests such as Gibbons and Pekarek, was part of the 81st annual Winter Carnival at Middlebury College. 

Fate of ZOO hangs in the balance 
By T h o m a s Dre sche r 

NEWS EDITOR 

The Communi ty Council 
decided on Monday to pos tpone a 
vote that will ultimately determine 
the fate of the social house Zeta 
Theta Phi (ZOO). The subcommit-
tee on academic and social houses 
presented its recommendat ions for 
all six social house organizations at 
Monday's meeting, and the Council 
voted to approve five of these, Z O O 
being the only exception. Council 
members agreed that more t ime 
would be needed to reach a decision, 
so they will reconvene on Monday 

DOES THE SOCIAL HOUSE SYSTEM FIT THE COLLEGE'S 
S O C I A L V I S I O N ? SEE PAGE 5 FOR PART I OF A THREE-PART SERIES. 

for fur ther deliberation and a final 
vote. Recommendations will then 
be sent to President John McCardell, 
who makes the final decision in the 
annual social and academic interest 
house review process. 

Karen Guttentag, assistant dean 
of student affairs and a member of 
the subcommittee, said at the meet-
ing that she and other members vot-
ed unanimously not to provide Z O O 
with a new, smaller house for next 
year and added that the subcom-

mittee is considering a stipulation 
that would prevent current Z O O 
members from drawing into Palmer 
House, the organization's former 
home, during this spring's revamped 
room draw process. While none of 
this has been approved by the council 
or McCardell, Z O O Acting President 
Leigh Taylor '05 and Inter-House 
Council ( IHC) Co-President Kris 
Burfitt '05 both expected that Z O O 
would have a new h o m e next fall. 

"The IHC will do everything 

it can to support [ZOO] through 
its period of self-sanction, and will 
assist the house in the process of 
growing into a healthy organization, 
starting in a new location next year," 
said Burfitt. If the subcommittee's 
recommendat ion is approved, how-
ever, there will be no new location 
for ZOO. 

Taylor was under the impres-
sion that she and her fellow members 
would present a housing proposal to 
the IHC, and she felt confident that 
it would be accepted. "If the proposal 
is not accepted," explained Taylor, 

S E E Z O O , PAGE 4 

Town and gown 
strike accord 

Albert Bitici 

President John McCardel l finalizes a fair share agreement wor th abou t 
$6.5 mi l l ion with the town M o n d a y n ight . 

By Kate D o o r l e y 
STAFF WRITER 

Grassroots democracy is alive 
and well in Vermont. Once a year, 
residents of voting age of each town 
gather to address the impor tant is-
sues facing the town and to voice 
their opinions on various matters to 
be discussed. The Middlebury Town 
meeting took place this past Monday 
in the Municipal Gymnasium. While 
the majori ty of the issues discussed 
were germane to the town alone, 
such as approval for the purchase of 
a new snowplow and police cruiser, 
one of the first items introduced will 
have a large impact on the develop-
ment of the relationship between 
the town and the College for years 
to come. 

At the Town Meeting, Middle-
bury College President John Mc-
Cardell and town Selectboard 
Chai rman John Tenny announced 
the results of a recent series of ne-
gotiations about the renewal of the 

so-called "Fair-Share" Agreement 
between the town and the College. 
The original agreement, which was 
crafted in 1994, gave the town an 
outright gift of $1.2 million, to be 
used any way the town chose, as rec-
ognition of the relationship between 
the two Middleburys — the town 
and the college. The new agreement 
will provide for a yearly two-part 
payment. One por t ion of the gift will 
be based on the municipal tax rate 
in the town of Middlebury, and will 
total $200,000 in January and Febru-
ary of 2005, when the first disburse-
ments will be made. The second part 
of the gift centers on the College's 
endowment . A port ion of the invest-
ment earnings f rom a previously 
designated part of the endowment 
will be paid to the town each year. 
Thus, the total value of the gift will 
fluctuate based on overall economic 
forces. The College's administration 
estimates, however, that the total 
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Save J-Term site scores 
11,000 hits in 24 hours 

John Schirm '05.5, Pieter Nijnens '05 and Alfonso 
Maraver '05 launched a website, www.savejterm.com, on 
Monday afternoon in an effort to organize student and 
alumni complaints against the possible elimination of 
J-Term. Providing a forum for student, alumni and faculty 
discussion, savejterm.com features anecdotes, opinions and 
stories from J-Terms past. The site also includes an online 
petition for Middlebury students who wish to show support 
of Winter Term and a generic e-mail that can be sent to 
Dean of the Faculty and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Alison Byerly. A school-wide e-mail was sent on Monday 
afternoon from the Student Government Association intro-
ducing savejterm.com. 

This January, Schirm, Nijnens and Maraver began to 
realize the importance J-Term has had in their overall Mid-
dlebury experience. Looking for a way to center the voice of 
the student body, they found a solution in the Internet. "We 
knew a vast majority of the student body was in support of 
it but no one was officially speaking out," said Schirm. 

The website is being paid for personally by the three 
students, but for Schirm, "J-term is worth it." In its first 
24 hours, the site received over 11,000 hits and more than 
1,400 students have already signed the petition. Regardless 
of what ultimately happens to J-Term, Schirm, Nijnens and 
Maraver already see the website as a success. According to 
Maraver, it is a place "where students and alumni can share 
the great experiences they have had during J-Term." 

Each member of the savejterm.com team cites a dif-
ferent J-Term experience as his best. For Maraver, it is the 
ability to explore a wide range of activities every day. Both 
Nijnens and Schirm said their DigitalBridges class this past 
January was their most memorable experience. Last year 
Schirm was able to travel to Germany with his language 
class, which he described as "a wonderful cultural experi-
ence." 

College launches pair 
of homepages 

The Library and Information Services Web Team split 
the College homepage last Friday morning. There are now 
two Middlebury College homepages — an on-campus page, 
which displays campus events and announcements — and a 
general public homepage, which displays only specific items 
to off-campus viewers. 

"The new page will make it possible to deliver more 
news headlines and campus announcements," said Editor 
of Electronic Communicat ions Tim Etchells in an e-mail to 
students. Outside viewers of the homepage will be limited to 
"news items of general interest," according to the e-mail. 

In the past, the homepage has been criticized for seem-
ing to endorse certain events by listing them. Last November 
during the controversial visit of United States Presidential 
hopeful Lyndon LaRouche, Director of the Rohatyn Center 
for International Affairs and Professor of Political Science Al-
lison Stanger told The Campus that she "[objects] to the Col-
lege promoting and endorsing his talk on its main Web page." 

Without necessarily promoting and endorsing, the two 
homepages create a means to provide more information to 
members of the College community. However, there was 
some worry that outside visitors might not see a complete 
reflection of the College community. Last weekend, the 
headline in The Campus "Students Mobilize to Save J-Term" 
was visible to individuals on campus, but not, for example, to 
prospective students viewing the website from their homes. 

But to John Schirm '05.5, one of three students who 
created www.savejterm.com, an online petition in favor of 
keeping J-Term, the different homepages are not hiding or 
distorting. "I think the reason they have different pages is just 
because [certain] issues pertain more to students," he said. 

do you have a 
story idea? 

Albert Bitici 

Kicking off Winter Carnival weekend, 80s cover band Orange Crush invaded McCullough Social Space on Thursday night. A 
mob of students cut loose to celebrate the three-day celebration last weekend. 

Carnival events stay safe 
Weekend produces fewer alcohol problems this year 

By Taylor Johns ton 
STAFF WRITER 

After months of planning and 
preparat ion, the Winter Carnival 
Social Board and Public Safety 
boasted a smooth and successful 
weekend of well at tended events. 

According to the Public Safety 
and Tabby Connor '05, chair of this 
year's Board, Carnival passed with a 

Public Safety statistics 
say only seven alcohol 
citations were issued 
for the entire duration 
of the weekend, and 
just four students 
went from the hall to 
the Health Center. 

combinat ion of record-high atten-
dance at almost all events and a very 
low number of safety and alcohol 
related incidents. 

"We sold 428 [ticket] packages 
at the beginning of the year, which 
was 100 more than last year," said 
Connor . "Based on what we know 
now, it looks like every event was 
record-breaking. We don' t have the 
ticket counts in, but based on the 
a m o u n t of money we have it was a 
really good year." 

Only the nightclub talent 
show's tu rn out proved marginally 
disappointing. "I think people were 
discouraged when they heard it 
might sell out," Connor explained. 

The Social Board, which con-
sisted of event planners operat ing 
under Connor , met weekly through-
out the fall semester to begin 
coordinating activities. According 
to Connor , safety was one of their 
planning priorities. 

"We met with Public Safety 
two mon ths in advance to plan how 
many officers will be at each event," 
she said. "This is very rout ine for 

them. The same people do it every 
year. They just want to know we're 
not doing something totally out-
landish." 

Lisa Boudah, director of 
Public Safety, also described her 
department 's role in the weekend's 
events. "We help to give guidance in 
the planning stages and we are pres-
ent at particular events with large 
crowds." 

Public Safety involves itself in 
several different aspects of all the 
crowd-drawing events, f rom the ski 
race at the Snow Bowl to the annual 
ice show in Kenyon Arena. "Anytime 
a whole bunch of people come to 
one spot in a short period of time, 
we're there," explained Boudah. 

The depar tment staffed the 
Magnolia Ball with 17 officers, 
runn ing the coat check, MiddRides 
service, sobriety tests and the beer 
garden. Boudah described the 
sometimes problematic logistics of 
the coast check alone: "We don' t 
want people to bring their coats in. 
For one, there's alcohol, and things 
can also get lost or stolen. We un-
derstand [students'] need to bring 
coats, but we're going to keep an eye 
on it systematically," she said. "In a 
very short period of t ime we have to 
check over 1,000 coats." 

Though event dynamics prove 
trying at times, alcohol remains the 
most notor ious safety issue of the 
weekend. As Connor said, "Winter 
Carnival has typically been one of 
the biggest weekends for alcohol-
related problems." Accordingly, all 
members of the Board have had 
training in intervention strategies 
for alcohol-related problems. 

Despite concerns after an alco-
hol-laden three days last year, things 
went quite smoothly this Carnival 
weekend. "The officers say based 
on last year it was a pretty low-key 
year," Connor said. "Last year there 
were piles of vomit [at the ball]. 
This year facilities only had to clean 
up one problem and then there was 
nothing." 

Boudah agreed with Connor , 
recalling that last year Public Safety 
t ranspor ted several s tudents to the 
hospital after the Health Center be-

came overloaded. She says this year 
her depar tment worked with the 
Health Center to improve commu-
nication between the two depart-
ments and prepare for the weekend. 

Public Safety statistics say only 
seven alcohol citations were issued 
for the entire durat ion of the week-
end, and just four students went 
f rom the ball to the Health Center. 
"Last year, I want to say that was the 
number of people that went f rom 
the ball to the hospital," remarked 
Boudah. 

Relatively few safety issues 
existed beyond excessive consump-
tion of alcohol. "The only other 
[safety] issue is money that has to 
be watched because we are dealing 
with a lot of cash," said Connor. 

Boudah claims that the fire-
works show is always a minor con-
cern. "We like to be a round [with 
the fireworks] just to make sure ev-
erything goes well because of the ex-
plosives and the potential for sparks 
to come down. We make sure people 
stay out of the way," she said. 

The Depar tment of Public 
Safety continues to work to stream-
line processes for different events. 
"Some of it's learned over time," 
Boudah said. "We work with the 
planners and the CCAC [College 
C o m m u n i t y Activities Council] , 
We like to see what's happening and 
make improvements f rom last year." 
She said this year, for the first t ime, 
s tudents were able to enter the ball 
through Pepin gymnasium, allow-
ing for more space and less t ime 
spent in the cold temperatures 
outside. 

This year Public Safety had the 
challenge of a daytime NESCAC 
hockey game to contend with. 
"There was a little bit of added 
stress to some people's lives trying 
to juggle staffing for different events 
. . . But I think that overall the week-
end went well and everyone had a 
great t ime with all the activities and 
athletics," said Boudah. 

Connor agreed, and expressed 
her grati tude for Public Safety's 
efforts. "Our interactions with se-
curity have been great. Everything 
went very smoothly." 

http://www.savejterm.com
http://www.savejterm.com
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Search for new 
president heats up 

By Dan ie l Phi l l ips 
NEWS EDITOR 

According to the Midd lebury 
College Presidential Search website 
upda ted Monday, the Search C o m -
mit tee will comple te interviewing 
and referencing candidates for 
the posi t ion by the middle of this 
m o n t h . 

The website explains that u p o n 
comple t ing interviews and solicit-
ing references f rom candidates, 
the Search C o m m i t t e e expects to 
reduce the applicant pool in accor-
dance with the charge provided by 
the Board of Trustees. 

As the commi t tee nar rows 
down the n u m b e r of prospects for 
the posi t ion, those candidates give 
the commi t tee names f rom w h o m 
they would like personal references 
taken on their behalf, explained 
Erin Sullivan '04, co-chair of the 
C o m m u n i t y Counci l and the sole 
s tudent representative on the com-
mit tee. 

This referencing process, 
"which is doing due diligence on 
the individual candidates," said 
Trustee and Chair of the C o m m i t -
tee Rick Fritz '68 this week, is still 
underway. "This is a highly confi-
dential phase of the search in order 
to protect the candidates w h o are 
going to be concerned abou t others 
knowing about their travel plans," 

he said. Fritz added that the secrecy 
is also i m p o r t a n t to preserve " the 
interest in this posi t ion in the first 
place as it could pre judice their 
posi t ions at their existing inst i tu-
tions." 

The commi t t ee has already 
held two separate interview ses-
sions in Boston on Feb. 15 and 16, 
and in New York City on Feb. 24 
and 25. 

Professor of His tory and Sec-
retary of the C o m m i t t e e Jim Ralph 
'82 c o m m e n t e d that he is pleased 
there is a new upda te on the 
presidential search for the greater 
College c o m m u n i t y to access, bu t 
deferred to Fritz in repor t ing any 
more details. 

Sullivan similarly did no t feel 
comfor tab le divulging the details 
of the screening process, bu t con-
ceded, "It has been a fascinating 
process to par t ic ipate in." 

The s tudent input Sullivan 
began amassing last December 
th rough e-mai l responses and open 
f o r u m s has con t inued to guide her 
in the process of choosing the next 
College president , but as the C o m -
mit tee has become more immersed 
in the process, those discussions 
ended, she said. 

"I am like the pipsqueak," said 
Sullivan, the youngest on the com-

SEE COMMITTEE, PAGE 4 

SPRING IS IN THE AIR 

Vlad Lodoaba 

Carolyn Stwertka, Marissa S h a r p e a n d Kayla Preec, all first-year Febs, 
see the g r o u n d emerge f r o m b e n e a t h t he snow for the first t ime. 

McCardell to bid farewell to alums 
By Chesley T h u r b e r 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

With less than four m o n t h s 
remain ing in his t enure as presi-
dent of Midd lebury College, John 
M. McCardell , Jr. is beg inn ing a 
"farewell" tour to College a lumni 
chapters nat ionwide. McCardell 
expects to vis i t 16 chapters in an 
effor t to thank a lumni , parents 
and f r iends of the College for their 
cont inual suppor t . While no t an 
official fundra i s ing campaign , the 
tou r will m a r k his last m a j o r effor t 
as pres ident to raise m o n e y for the 
College, a task at which he has been 
remarkably successful over the past 
13 years. 

McCardell will be following a 
busy itinerary, bu t is not expected 
to be absent f r o m Midd lebury 
for m o r e than a week at a t ime, 
traveling pr imar i ly on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, ac-
cording to Director of College 
Advancement Shelly Glassner 
and Associate Vice President Ann 
C r u m b . Next week, for example, 
McCardel l will a t tend a lunch and 
reception in Los Angeles with the 
local a lumni chapter on Tuesday 
March 9, followed by similar events 
in San Francisco and Seattle on 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

McCardel l also expects to 
meet with individuals w h o have 
been remarkable in their service 

to the College. "The few m o m e n t s 
McCardell has in between planes," 
Glassner and C r u m b told The 
Campus, "he visits wi th people in 
each area, such as Lawrence Pierce, 
Class of 1991, w h o last visited the 
College for his 75th reunion." 

Other events along the tour 
include a recept ion at the Saddle 
a n d Cycle Club in Chicago and a 
special d inner in Boston specifi-
cally for a lumni w h o were taught 
by McCardell in one of his h is tory 
courses. 

T h e Midd lebury College 
A lumni Association website shows 
24 chapters for a lumni , parents 
and f r iends of the College. The 
chapters are most ly based in m a j o r 

met ropo l i t an areas, but some are 
as far away as London and Tokyo. 
Additionally, there are chapters for 
fo rmer m e m b e r s of College social 
houses, the Islamic Society, the 
Bobolinks a capella g roup and the 
footbal l and lacrosse teams. 

T h e tour comes at a t ime 
when two o ther p r o m i n e n t Col-
lege adminis t ra to rs are already off 
campus . Dean of Student Affairs 
Ann H a n s o n has taken a semester 
sabbatical to examine residential 
life p rog rams at o ther schools, 
and Executive Vice President and 
Provost Ron Liebowitz has taken a 
leave of absence to avoid conflicts 
of interest wi th his own candidacy 
to succeed McCardel l as College 
president . Glassner and C r u m b 
assured that McCardell 's t r ips 
would no t exert addi t ional pres-
sures on College admin i s t ra t ion 
stating, "The senior adminis t ra t ive 
staff, vice presidents and academic 
deans oversee the College in their 
respective areas of responsibility." 
If needed , Glassner and C r u m b 
added, the President "is just a cell 
p h o n e away." 

D u r i n g his t enure as College 
President , McCardel l has shown 
remarkable skill in raising financial 
suppo r t for the College. Most no ta -
bly, in 2001, the College comple ted 
its Bicentennial capital campaign 
that raised $212 mil l ion, exceeding 
its goal by $12 mil l ion. 

Despite these previous suc-
cesses, McCardell is commi t t ed 
to con t inu ing his effor ts unt i l 
the comple t ion of his t e rm. "The 
president 's inexhaust ible energy 
is a mode l for those staff people 
that travel wi th him," Glassner and 
C r u m b said in an e-mail . 

— C O N T R I B U T I N G : MYRA 
PALMERO, STAFF WRITER 
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OVERSEAS 
BRIEFING 

BY M E G A N O'KEEFE 

"Are you on the team of Bush 
or Gore?" I did not hesitate to 
answer. "Gore, of course," I blurted 
out in American-twanged French. 
Never mind the fact that I, like most 
Americans, have not really thought 
about the Bush-Gore electoral battle 
in over a year. 

Swept up in a lunchtime frenzy 
of volunteers and Paris' poorest 
inhabitants at one of France's ap-
proximately 100 Restos du Coeur 
(Restaurants of the Heart), I was 
trying my best to gather informa-
tion for a class presentation on the 
organization and its services. I was 
prepared to be both accommodat-
ing and diplomatic as I approached 
homeless men and women eat-
ing what might have been their 
only meal of the day, but I was not 
prepared for how loudly I would be 
required to bash Bush. 

I wanted to ask about the qual-
ity of the services, the number of 
beneficiaries and possible abuses 
to the system. Instead, everyone 
wanted to let me know what they 
thought of George W. and hear me 
— a certifiable American fresh f rom 
the United States — affirm their 
image of a war-mongering monster 
who also devotes time to keeping 
down the poor. 

Almost everyone I tried to 
interview had something to add 
— "You like your President Bush?" 
"In the United States, you would 
never have a charity organization 
like this with Bush." "In France, one 
is much better at helping the poor, 
but maybe things will get better in 
your country when Bush is gone." 

I did not stop them to point out 
that at no t ime in the screening of 
democratic candidates has anyone 
stopped to ask them: "Will you start 
a nationwide soup kitchen-like 
program based on the formidable 
model of the French?" The only way 
I could extract the tiniest bit of in-
format ion about the Restos du Coeur 
was to simultaneously agree with 
denunciat ions of the president of 
the United States and scribble hur-
riedly into my notebook when they 
described the "generosity and giving 
spirit" of the organization's founder 
as a sharp contrast to the character 
of George W. Bush. 

To be an American in Paris is 
fine by the French, as long as you are 
willing to denounce our country's 
president. In Paris I have overheard 
more than one Texas Republican — 
overcome by fear of French history 
of using the guillotine to settle po-
litical disputes — swear, "You know, 
I am starting to think I really don't 
like Bush!" And even a democrat on 
séjour in France trying to follow the 
race for the Democratic nominat ion 
has problems. He will certainly feel 
he has selected the correct political 
party, but it is difficult to evalu-
ate how the democrat ic hopefuls 
measure u p on the issues against a 
deafening chorus of "As long as it is 
not Bush!" Come to think of it, that 
would be an instant hit on French 
radio! Or maybe a better one would 
be, "It is great to be an American in 
Paris.. .as long as you are not Bush." 

File Photo /Vlad Lodoaba 

President McCardell , p ic tured here lectur ing in a h is tory class, p lans to visit a l umni chapters across the country . 
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Council approves social house review findings 
By T h o m a s Drescher 

NEWS EDITOR 

The C o m m u n i t y Counci l 
voted on Monday to approve 
five of the six r ecommenda t i ons 
presented by the subcommi t t ee 
on Academic and Social Houses. 
Pending President McCardell 's 
endorsement of the r e c o m m e n d a -
tions, Tavern, Xenia, the Mill and 
Kappa Delta Rho (KDR) will all 
con t inue wi thou t s t ipulat ions, and 
Alpha Delta Phi (ADP) will con-
t inue with the s t ipulat ion tha t it 
passes regular custodial examina-
t ions. Only the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
for Zeta Theta Phi (ZOO) has no t 
yet been approved by the Counci l 
— m e m b e r s de te rmined that m o r e 
t ime would be necessary to fully 
evaluate ZOO's s i tuat ion. 

This year's house review sub-

commi t t ee was chaired by Associ-
ate Dean of Library and In fo rma-
tion Services David D o n a h u e and 
Andrew Feinberg '04. 

D o n a h u e and Feinberg, along 
with Associate Dean of Student 
Affairs Karen Gut ten tag , ano ther 
subcommi t t ee member , presented 
the results of their social house 
review at Monday ' s C o m m u n i t y 
Counci l meet ing. Recommenda -
t ions for Xenia and the Mill, which 
D o n a h u e called "a model social 
house," war ran ted little discus-
sion a m o n g C o m m u n i t y Counci l 
members . 

The subcommi t t ee expressed 
some concern regarding occupancy 
for Tavern and KDR, bu t D o n a h u e 
asserted that the impor t ance of fill-
ing beds in the houses was stressed 
when subcommi t t ee m e m b e r s met 
with house leaders. KDR's pat tern 

of d o r m damage problems was 
noted, as were Tavern's so-called 
" internal problems," bu t Gut-
tentag and D o n a h u e assured the 
C o m m u n i t y Counci l that these 
issues did not meri t s t ipulat ions, 
and bo th r ecommenda t i ons to 
con t inue wi thou t s t ipulat ions were 
ult imately approved. 

ADP's d o r m damage p rob -
lems p r o m p t e d some discussion at 
the meet ing. Recently, ADP m e m -
bers have been cleaning the house 
themselves after an incident with a 
burs t pipe in J-Term b u m p e d the 
organizat ion 's d o r m damage total 
u p to a lmost $2,000. The C o m m u -
nity Coucil concluded that regular 
custodial repor ts should de te rmine 
ADP's status. 

If the house receives a poo r 
custodial evaluat ion, it will be pu t 
on p roba t ion unt i l the next repor t 

is issued. This s t ipulat ion, said Do-
nahue , el iminates ambigui ty and 
gives the house a chance to prove 
itself at intervals t h r o u g h o u t the 
semester. 

Gut ten tag explained that at 
the end of the spr ing ADP's situa-
t ion would be reevaluated, and if it 
is de te rmined that the m e m b e r s h i p 
has resolved its d o r m damage is-
sues, the s t ipulat ion will be lifted. 

ZOO's r e c o m m e n d a t i o n is still 
unde r considerat ion. The C o m -
m u n i t y Counci l will meet again on 
Monday to discuss the s u b c o m m i t -
tee's repor t . 

D o n a h u e explained tha t in-
fo rma t ion for the social house 
review is gathered f rom a variety 
of sources, including Public Safety 
ci tat ion records and occupancy 
and custodial repor ts and that 
the subcommi t t ee considers each 

house 's mission, di rect ion, oc-
cupancy s i tuat ion, adherence to 
College policy and c o m m u n i t y 
activity. Both Feinberg and D o n a -
hue noted that while they did pu t 
an unusua l a m o u n t of emphas is o n 
the c o m m u n i t y service c o m p o n e n t 
of the review, it was pr imar i ly to 
encourage c o m m u n i t y involve-
ment and did no t affect the recom-
menda t ions . 

McCardell makes all final 
decisions regarding the status of 
social houses, while the C o m m u -
nity Counci l is only approving the 
r ecommenda t i ons for review by 
the president . 

Once ZOO's r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
is approved, McCardel l will review 
all six r ecommenda t ions , make fi-
nal decisions and the official results 
of the social house review will be 
released. 

ZOO awaits Council's 
ruling on its future 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE I 

" Z O O will work with [Residential System 
Coordinator] Kelly Bevere and the IHC 
to reach an acceptable compromise." Despite 
Taylor's optimism, ZOO's fate rests entirely 
in the hands of the Communi ty Council and 
McCardell. 

Taylor and other core members hoped 
that their efforts to improve the house would 
be recognized by the IHC and the Communi ty 
Council subcommittee. While Burfitt pledged 
to support Z O O on behalf of the IHC, house 
member Sarah Riddleberger '05 asserted that 
Z O O is being unfairly victimized. "The IHC 
has been extremely tough on Z O O and has al-
most seemed to be waiting for an opportuni ty 
to get rid of the house," she said. 

ZOO's ongoing struggles culminated in 
J-Term, when a series of disciplinary inci-
dents prompted the IHC to request that Z O O 
members draft a proposal for a self-imposed 
sanction and present it to the IHC as an alter-
native to discontinuing the house. As a result 
of this sanction, Z O O will lose Palmer House, 
its home of 15 years. According to Karen Gut-
tentag, the sanction also included the stipula-
tion that Z O O members at tempt to find an 
alternative space for the organization. 

Official details regarding the J-Term 
disciplinary issues are not available at this 
time. Acting Dean of Student Affairs Marichal 
Gentry declined to comment on specific inci-
dents, as did the Depar tment of Public Safety. 
At Monday's meeting, Guttentag called one 
particular incident a "stupid policy violation, 
not dangerous, but everyone was s tunned by 
the idiocy of it." 

David Donahue, associate dean of Li-
brary and Information Services and co-chair 
of the Subcommittee on Social and Academic 
Houses along with Andrew Feinberg '04, said 
that "things seemed to implode for Z O O dur-
ing J-Term." Indeed, a series of what Gutten-
tag called "challenging situations," some bad 
decisions on the part of Z O O leadership and 
ongoing occupancy concerns forced the IHC 
to take action. When the IHC asked Z O O to 
identify the members responsible for certain 
incidents, the house failed to do so and there-
fore as an organization essentially assumed 
responsibility for these incidents. 

The subcommittee is also considering 
t ransforming Z O O from a social house into a 
club. This would eliminate the pledge process 
and make membership more fluid, explained 
Feinberg, giving Z O O a chance to reshape its 
image. Eventually Z O O would be able to reap-
ply for social house status. 

If the Communi ty Council and McCa-
rdell approve the current recommendat ion, 
Z O O will be faced with an especially challeng-
ing situation. Taylor and the other commit ted 
members are very concerned about restoring 
ZOO's integrity, and it is now up to the Com-
muni ty Council to decide whether or not 
further handicaps will improve the house's 
situation. 

"The revival of Z O O hinges on reunifica-
tion of the membership, but the loss of Palmer 
House will make that already challenging task 
even more difficult," said Taylor. "Our core 
membership is in the process of formulating a 
plan for next year. We are in contact with 
Z O O alumni, who are providing great advice 
and support." 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE I 

weekend of February Ou tdoor Orientat ion 
(FOO). Z u m m o notes that it could have been 
any one of a n u m b e r of people not connected 
with the M M C who left the window open, 
as the nearly 200 participants in F O O pass 
through the gear office to get snowshoes and 
other supplies for the weekend's trips. 

Even more puzzling is the fact that the 
F O O co-organizers, Nicole Morris '04.5 and 
Lauren Sherman '05.5 do not remember a 
window being open. Morris said that "half of 
the F O O groups went up to the gear office" to 
re turn gear on Sunday, and that when Morris 
and Sherman closed u p the M M C at a round 5 

p.m. on Sunday, they did not notice an open 
window. 

Z u m m o agreed that "people are ques-
t ioning whether the window was open." Given 
the extreme cold felt by all in F O O over the 
weekend, Hale wonders whether "the M M C 
office was in the wrong place at the wrong 
time," adding, "Adirondack House is a very 
old building." 

Z u m m o lamented that it is "really unclear 
how we'll get out of this," bu t adds that M M C 
members are willing to sell themselves to keep 
trips free. 

"In a m o n t h , if our budget is still frozen," 
Z u m m o said, "we are prepared to have a date 
auction to rally student support ." 

Committee narrows 
prez candidate pool 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

mit tee of 38, "but I feel like m y op in ion has 
been respected." 

Sullivan admi ts that the process has 
been qui te a strain du r ing her final semester 
at Middlebury . "I've had to make many sac-
rifices in o ther par ts of my life," she said. 

T h e commi t t ee is an i m m e n s e t ime 
c o m m i t m e n t for Sullivan — having left 
town three t imes already, "and when we 
meet," she con t inued , "it 's a full day affair. 
It's been a big c o m m i t m e n t , which is impor -
tant because in the process you don ' t want to 
cut any corners." 

S tudent G o v e r n m e n t Association Presi-
den t Sam Rodriguez '04 noted , "I did no t 
even realize there was such a strict confi-
dential i ty policy unt i l I asked Erin how the 
search was going." 

"They are upho ld ing a strict conf iden-
tiality policy which allows the commi t t ee 
m e m b e r s to speak freely," said Rodriguez. 

"The Campus as well as the rest of the 
s tudent body should k n o w that I am privy to 
just as m u c h i n fo rma t ion as anybody else," 
he admi t ted . 

" O n a selfish note , I prefer to know 
what 's going on. But we shouldn ' t mistake a 
lack of i n fo rma t ion for inactivity." 

Mountain Club bears 
blame for burst pipe 

Courtesy 
Carr ie Childs '06.5 t r an s fo rms a p u m p k i n du r ing the MMC-sponso red annua l " P u m p k i n 
Tumble" last fall. Another yearly favorite, " T h e Flaming Flamingo," may be missed this year as 
a result of the M M C ' s budge ta ry woes. 
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Social Houses offer outlet 
A look at Middlebury's ever-evolving social scene, Part 1 

By Andrea Gissing 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

When one thinks about the social houses on campus, more often 
than not thoughts turn to one word: parties. It's true — the great mi-
gration of students from the center of campus to the peripheries, either 
southwest to the Ridgeline houses, east to The Mill or southeast to KDR 
is a usual sighting on Friday and Saturday nights. However, those which 
are — or aspire to be — major players in the ongoing soap opera of 
Middlebury social life are being faced with a growing number of ob-
stacles, from burst pipes to serious overcrowding at open parties to the 
changing face of the Middlebury social scene. Middlebury is currently 
in a period of flux: J-Term is under review, the physical landscape of the 
College is changing as buildings are being built and closed down, the 
President is ending his tenure and (temporarily) half of the campus will 
have to learn to walk north across Route 125 in order to have breakfast, 
even if their first class is in the CFA. As the College is evolving, it is time 
now to examine the evolution of organized social life on campus. 

Members of Kappa Delta Rho (KDR), Omega Alpha (Tavern), 
Xenia House, Alpha Delta Phi (ADP), Zeta Theta Phi (ZOO) and the 
Mill are quick to point out that parties are not, and should not be, the 
only aspect of the social house system that is acknowledged by both the 
student body and the administration. "Social houses fill the on-campus 
roll of providing a safe, regulated party environment where students 
can congregate and have fun," said President of KDR Timothy Bagley 
'04, "but to the individual, social houses mean much more. They give 
students the ability to meet new people, to become a part of something." 
Bagley emphasizes the social aspect of the house as being one of its ma-
jor selling points. "KDR has always been a large part of my social life, as 
have the other social houses." 

"Being in KDR has 
enhanced the typical col-
lege experience for me," he 
continued. "College is about 
education, friends, having 
fun and self-discovery. Liv-
ing in the house is endless, 
entertainment." 

Currently, just under 15 
percent of the student body 
belongs to a social house, 
including spring pledges. 
ADP is the largest house by 
membership with 97 mem-
bers, ZOO has 60, KDR 57, 
The Mill 50, Tavern 46 and 
Xenia is the smallest with 27. 
The number of students who 

rushed this spring was between 40 and 45. While participation is down 
from the fall, Karen Guttentag, assistant dean of Student Affairs, says 
that it is normal to have smaller spring pledges. 

The most common reason why current members have pledged the 
houses that they did was because of their connection with those already 
in the house. "Initially, I pledged ZOO because I knew some of the cur-
rent members who often talked about how much they enjoyed ZOO," 
said Leigh Taylor '05. "I was also encouraged by the fact that a lot of my 
friends were pledging." 

"I think the members find that living in a co-ed house of friends 
who have shared a common experience, or being part of that environ-
ment as a non-resident member, creates a smaller community for them 
within the larger College population," explained Guttentag. 

However, while the houses are centers for social activity on campus, 
it is not all fun and games for members. "The need for these communi-
ties to function within the framework of College policy to fulfill their 
housing obligations, host events and access funds also requires house 
leaders to be organized and effective at advising their membership," 
said Guttentag. As she notes, sometimes "unwieldy memberships" may 
create new problems for houses, the primary hosts of all-campus events 
on weekends. Indeed many problems — due to bursting pipes or oth-
erwise — have resulted in setbacks to the development of the houses. 
For instance, ADP will be subject to custodial inspections in an effort to 
keep the house clean. ZOO, which has been severely handicapped since 
undivulged incidents in J-Term prompted a self-imposed sanction, has 

When I was a 
freshman I was 
presented with 
the dilemma of 
choosing which 
party to attend 
every weekend. 
— Tim Bagley '04 
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been working hard to reestablish itself in the eyes of the College. "In 
general," Taylor said, "I think the social houses are perceived in a nega-
tive light. I understand the system has problems, but I think they are 
problems that will persist even if the social houses don't." 

"I feel that ZOO was a stronger organization when I first came to 
Middlebury," she continued. "I think members felt a deeper obligation 
to the house, which is something we're trying to bring back." 

Nicole Grohoski '05, president of Xenia House, agrees. "In general, 
I think the social houses are stereotyped probably more than is fair and 
that people don't realize how much sacrifice members of the house 
have to make to provide social opportunities for the whole campus." 
Grohoski is proud of the developments that Xenia has made during her 
time at Middlebury. "I think the house has become a little more known 
since I have been a student and that some of the stereotypes about us 
are being dispelled." She cites playing boardgames on weekends and a 
uniform background as some of these stereotypes. 

"Many students are unaware of the responsibilities that social 
house membership brings with it," said Laura Lindel '04, vice-president 
of KDR. "Students should respect the openness of the social house sys-
tem on campus and the hospitality of and social environment provided 
by each house. They should recognize that they are welcome in any 
house on campus, but that to members, social houses are much more 
than just a party space, and deserve to be respected." 

Social houses provide the student body with a safe environment 
for social interaction. Though it has been observed that the number 
of events hosted has decreased in recent memory — "When I was a 
freshman, I was presented with the dilemma of choosing which party 
to attend every weekend," said Bagley, "houses registered twice as many 
parties my freshman semester as they do now" — they are still an 
important outlet for the entire student body, a recent constant in the 
changing nature of Middlebury social life. 

52 m 
FEBRUARY 24 TO FEBRUARY 29, 2004 

DATE TIME. INCIDENT CATEGORY LOCATION DISPOSITION 

2/24/04 10:20 a.m. Vandalism Structure Davis No Suspects 

2/25/04 9:40 p.m. Theft Wallet Bicentennial Hall Open 

2/25/04 10:59 p.m. Vandalism Door Glass Gifford No Suspects 

2/27/04 1:30 p.m. -
12:05 a.m. 

Collision Vehicle/Hit/ Run G Lot MPD 

2/29/ 04 12:36 a.m. Vandalism Vending Machine Stewart No Suspects 

2/29/04 8:47 p.m. Vandalism Men's Restroom/ Wall Tiles Proctor No Suspects 

2/29/04 11:30 a.m. -
1:00 p.m. 

Theft Jacket Proctor Open 

COLLEGE 
SHORTS 
BY CAROLINE STAUFFER AND DANIEL PHILLIPS 

Harvard assists 
low-income students 

Lawrence H. Summers, president of 
Harvard University, announced Sunday 
that students whose parents earn less than 
$40,000 no longer have to make any con-
tribution toward the cost of tuition at the 
institution. Such families formerly had to 
pay $2300 per year. The University has also 
lowered the amount it expects from families 
with incomes between $40,000 and $60,000. 

Officials believe Harvard is the first se-
lective college to completely remove parental 
contributions for low-income students. 
The cut was made in order to shrink the 
widening gap of attendance for students of 
varying monetary classes. Focus groups with 
students last fall revealed that of the few stu-
dents attending Harvard from low-income 
families, many were actually covering any 
tuition costs not covered by work-study and 
financial aid themselves. 

The initiative will cost the University 
approximately $2 million next year and is 
estimated to help about 1,000 of the 6,600 
undergraduates. 

— Source: The New York Times 

Baylor Editorial, 
President clash 

After the Editorial Board of The Baylor 
Lariat opined that gay couples should be 
granted the same rights to legal marriage as 
heterosexual couples, the President of the 
University Robert B. Sloan Jr. released a state-
ment claiming he was "outraged." 

"Espousing in a Baylor publication a 
view that is so out of touch with traditional 
Christian teachings is not only unwelcome, 
it comes dangerously close to violating 
University policy, as published in the Student 
Handbook, prohibiting the advocacy of any 
understandings of sexuality that are contrary 
to biblical teaching," he said. 

Sloan claimed the editorial did not 
reflect the opinion of the University's admin-
istration, faculty, staff, Board of Regents or 
the majority of Baylor's 14,000 students and 
100,000 alumni. 

The staff's editorial is in response to the 
city of San Francisco challenging the state 
of California, where the state constitution 
defines marriage as a union between a man 
and a woman. The staff supports the city's 
lawsuit against the state. 

— Source: Baylor University Website 

Yale president named 
to intelligence panel 

Last month President George W. Bush 
appointed Yale University President Rich-
ard C. Levin to a bipartisan committee to 
examine American intelligence gathering. 
The panel will investigate apparent failures 
regarding Saddam Hussein's weapons capa-
bilities and "examine intelligence on weapons 
of mass destruction" and other threats, said 
Bush. The committee is expected to issue rec-
ommendations by the end of this month. 

The appointment came at a time when 
Democrats have been stepping up criticism of 
the Republican administration's exaggeration 
of the threat posed by Saddam, which helped 
bolster the initiative for a U.S.-led invasion of 
Iraq last year. 

Levin, president of Bush's alma mater, 
was honored by the appointment to work 
with such a distinguished group of citizens. 
"We need to be sure that our intelligence 
gathering operations serve the nation most 
effectively," said Levin last month. 

— Source: CNN.com 



6 localnews THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 2004 

8 
DEAN DOMINATES 
VT PRIMARY 
CAMPAIGN ENDED BUT 
DEAN KEEPS GOING 

9 
OTTER CREEK 
ADDS TWO MORE 
BREWERY BOTTLES UP 
NEW BEERS 

9 
BURLINGTON 
BLOOMS 
CITY HOSTS ANNUAL 
FLOWER SHOW 

I I 

CHURCH STREET 
SUSHI 
AUTHENTIC JAPANESE 
CUISINE IN CENTRAL 
BURLINGTON 

Albert Bitici 
An election day volunteer at the polling station in the municipal gym helps local residents check in before casting their ballots. 

Dean triumphs in Vermont primary 
Former Governor takes first primary in home state 

Albert Bitici 

Two local residents contemplate the candidates and cast their ballots at 
the polls on Tuesday. 

front-loaded primary schedule forces candidates to make the simple decision 
to campaign in large contentious states rather than small and less symbolic 
ones. Thus no candidate was actively campaigning in Vermont and the pri-
mary was largely overshadowed by elections in states like New York, which 
has 236 delegates, California with 370 delegates and Ohio, a predicted battle-
ground state for the Presidency this November. 

As the initial front-runner, Howard Dean scared many candidates away 
from campaigning in Vermont as it was assumed he would easily carry his 
home state. That, coupled with the prospect of winning only 15 delegates 
— about one percent of the number needed to win the nomination — led 
no candidate to spent much money or time trying to vvin the primary. John 
Edwards did not even attempt to get on the ballot. 

Secretary of the College and Professor of Political Science Eric Davis 
predicted a relatively strong performance for Dean, perhaps greater than 
any other state that he has competed in thus far, but viewed any showing as 
largely symbolic. The question now concerns what role the massive grass-
roots groundswell that Dean cultivated will play in he upcoming presidential 
election. 

Davis sees most Vermonters that initially supported Dean heading over 
to the Kerry campaign — no so much because of enthusiastic support for 
Kerry, but rather with the notion of "Anyone other than George W. Bush." 

By Joshua Carson 
LOCAL NEWS EDITOR 

Howard Dean continued to shock the county as he won his first Demo-
cratic primary on Tuesday in Vermont even though he stopped his formal 
campaign for the Democratic Presidential nomination following a defeat in 
the Wisconsin primary three weeks ago. Although Dean had bowed out of 
the race, the electorate of Vermont handed him a conciliatory victory in his 
home state. 

Garnering almost 60 percent of the vote, Dean handed John Kerry 
— the Democratic Senator from Massachusetts and clear front-runner in the 
race — a decisive, yet inconsequential defeat. Kerry continued to thrive on 
the momentum he had fostered throughout the primary season and rolled to 
victory through the nine other States holding primaries on Tuesday, forcing 
his only legitimate opponent, Senator John Edwards from South Carolina, to 
drop out of the race. 

I wanted to thank him for putting 
himself out there. 

— A Middlebury voter 
on her vote for Dean 

At the Middlebury polls on Tuesday, workers stated there had been a 
steady flow of voters throughout the d a y — more so than in previous years. 

One woman who voted for Dean said that she wanted to make a sym-
bolic gesture. "I wanted to thank him for putting himself out there," she 
said. 

Another voter said that she was contemplating a vote for Dean but de-
cided against it. "I thought about voting for Howard Dean but he dropped 
out of the race," she said. "I felt like putting my vote for a cause. I could have 
made a statement by voting for him but I decided not to." 

Instructor in History Amy Morsman is a volunteer with the organiza-
tion Vermonters for Dean where she helps to organize local events and leads 
the Dean MeetUp for Addison County. When Howard Dean announced he 
would stop actively campaigning for the Democratic nomination, many of 
the people who regularly attended the weekly MeetUps were dejected and 
confused — unsure of how to continue. 

"Everyope has the right to cast their vote for whomever they choose," 
Morsman wrote in a letter to the Addison Independent which was not pub-
lished, "but for those of you who have supported Dean in the past and are 
wondering what to do on Town Meeting Day, here's my advice: go to the 
polls and cast your vote for Dean." 

Clearly, many others felt the same way. 
Even if Dean did not carry his home State, Morsman believed that by 

voting for Dean, the issues that he fought for in his campaign would be kept 
alive and those candidates that continue to run will begin to adopt them as 
their own. 

Moreover, the more votes that Dean gets, the more delegates he is able to 
send to the Democratic National Convention this summer. These delegates 
will be able to help build and influence the party platform brining up issues 
that were important to Dean and to his campaign. 

The Vermont primary received almost no coverage from the national 
press corps and little attention from the candidates themselves as the new 
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SPIKING YOUR FONDUE 
2 c semi-sweet chocolate 
2/3 c milk chocolate 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 bottle Wolaver's organic oatmeal stout 
(you can use more or less, depending on 
desired consistency) 
1 tbls. butter (optional) 
Strawberries (or other fruit) for dipping 

Melt chocolate in double boiler with oat-
meal stout. When everything is melted, 
add vanilla, and butter if desired. 
Dip strawberries, or apples, pears, etc. 
Delicious. 

SOURCE: www.ottercreekbrewing.com 

Otter Creek brews up two new beers 
Brewery prepares to release 
flavorful beers for the summer season 

By D a n Polifka 
STAFF WRITER 

Otter Creek Brewing, located on Exchange 
Street in Middlebury, has announced plans to 
release two new beers in the coming months, 
just in time for the summer season. One, named 
Wit Bier, is a mildly-spiced "white beer," while the 
other, Middlebury Ale, is a fruity ale whose flavor is 
inspired by the elderberries that grow along Otter 
Creek, the brewery's namesake. 

The company has been around since 1991 and 
has grown dramatically in size since it moved to its 
present location in 1995. The new beers were creat-
ed to quench growing demand as well as to quench 
the local desire for more seasonal beverages. 

What started as a local, one drink — Copper 
Ale — micro-brewery has evolved into a larger 
business encompassing two labels, Wolaver's Cer-
tified Organic and Otter Creek. Now, 12 different 
drinks, seasonal and year round, are produced at 
the brewery. Despite a distribution network that 
has spread to 21 states, Otter Creek has never 
lost touch with its small roots. As the company 
has grown in scope, it has begun participating in 
a Vermont sweepstakes and the upcoming Earth 
Day celebration. 

The quality-friendly nature of their brewing 
technique is further evidence of Otter Creek's 
commitment to maintaining a small, personal 
company. "We brew and bottle all of our beers in 
small batches to ensure freshness and consistent 
quality. We use natural Vermont water, the best 
domestic malt and hops available and our own 
top-fermenting yeast," states their website. "Our 
brewery and our Wolaver's brands," it continues, 
"are certified organic by Vermont Organic Farm-
r ,, JL-

;ers. 
Yet, as opportunities to expand have arisen, 

the company has taken advantage of them. "Based 
on the success of Otter Creek's Vermont Lager, Al-
pine Ale and Wolaver's organic Oatmeal Stout, all 

released in 2003, we feel the marketplace is looking 
for new and interesting beers from our brewery," 
said Morgan Wolaver, company president. "Steve 
Parkes' brewing expertise has everyone here wait-
ing for his next new release." 

The first of those new releases, the Wit Bier, is 
coming from the Wolaver's side of the operation, 
which prides itself on using at least 98 percent or-
ganic ingredients. It will be brewed in the Belgian 
style with organic barley, wheat and hops and will 
be mildly spiced with orange peel and coriander. 

Flavored with elderberries, The Middlebury 
Ale will maintain the creamy texture and naturally 
smooth carbonation that has made Otter Creek 
a favorite across the country and particularly 
amongst locals and college students in Middle-
bury. 

Both new beers will be available in bottles as' 
well as on draft, and beer enthusiasts can expect to 
see them along with Otter Creek's ever-expanding 
catalog of beverages in local stores, restaurants and 
pubs this spring. 

Flower show cultivates smiles 
By Kelsey Rhinehar t 

STAFF WRITER 

There is only one occasion 
that brings together bonsai trees, a 
squawking raptor, boxes of squirm-
ing worms and thousands of flow-
ers bursting into bloom — the 
Vermont Flower Show. The 10th 
annual show, sponsored by the Ver-
mont Association of Professional 
Horticulturists and held f rom 
Feb. 27 to 29, explored the theme 
of "Water, Willows and Wizards" 
in myriad ways, f rom the elegant 
displays of the professional floral 
competi t ion to whimsical wizard 
capes designed in the children's 
activities room. All the blossom-
ing magic was contained within 
the walls of the Sheraton Hotel in 
South Burlington. 

Hundreds of tables lined a 
long hallway as florists, compost 
experts, artists, landscapers, wild-
life experts and farmers displayed 
their talents and products and 
waited for interested customers. 
Representing Middlebury at the 
flower show were the Middlebury 
Fence Company and Vermont Nat-
ural Agricultural Products, which 
sold gigantic bags of their famous 
organic fertilizer, MOO. Middle-
bury students who have taken ES 
112 remember the unbelievably 
pungent odor permeating the 
MOO-making facility, while those 
who have not have certainly seen 
M O O stickers adorning Nalgenes 
around campus. 

Near the M O O stand, a pussy 
willow vendor handed over arm-
fuls of his twisting, vertical plants, 
which reached out of their large 
buckets and snaked towards the 
ceiling. Next to him, volunteers 
f rom Outreach for Earth Steward-
ship (OES) taught visitors about 
birds. One OES worker tried to 
calm a fluffy raptor, whose head 
jerked a round nervously as he in-
spected the people ogling him. The 
volunteers offered "Working with 
Raptors" sessions and handed out 
literature on helping and rehabili-
tating birds of all varieties. 

One vendor that stood out 
f rom the rest was the "Down to 
Ear thworms Farm," which edu-
cated visitors about the benefits 
of using compost worms. Under-
standing the aveîsion to the creepy 
crawlers, worker Lynette Courtney 
insisted, "You don't have to love 
worms to love worm castings." 
Worm castings, she explained, are 
a high quality fertilizer and the 
product of hours of arduous labor, 
bo th on the part of the worms and 
of those who work with them. 

"They compost their little 
hearts out," she declared, adding 
that she and her fellow workers 
had spent hours inspecting, sift-
ing, sorting, bagging and labeling 
the worm castings to sell at the 
flower show. Courtney was excited 
to describe the worms' magic and 
show their floral achievements to 
inquisitive visitors. 

The flower show featured 

several seminars, all of a certain 
enchanted or magical nature, of 
course, including "Gardening for 
Little Wizards" and "Growing and 
Using Herbs for the Palate, for 
Health, and for Beauty." Vendors 
offered tempting samples of herbal 
products, including pretzel dips, 
body lotions and aromatic oils. 

Other gastronomic delights 
to be sampled included fresh salsa, 
chocolate, jams and jellies, pure 
Vermont maple syrup and honey. 

The central floral attraction 
was a jungle of trees, bushes and 
flowers enveloping a large hall. 

Visitors were invited to meander 
through the flora to admire the 
gurgling brook and buzzing model 
train. The display was flanked by 
more vendors, who continued to 
hawk anything and everything 
having to do with horticulture, 
landscaping and agriculture. 

Visitors left the flower show 
with considerably more than they 
arrived with, lugging lily bulbs, 
bags of M O O mix and, undoubt -
edly, enough pamphlets to cover a 
small country. And all vowed that 
they would be back next year for 
more floral magic. 

As the icy temperatures 
warmed up to a whopping 40 
degrees last weekend, some friends 
and I decided to take an excur-
sion up to Dar tmouth for their 
Hip-Hop Conference. We thought 
we should visit another college 
inside the New England bubble, in 
order to escape the typical Winter 
Carnival events. So there we were, 
in our school-spirited Middlebury 
van, driving along 1-89, heading 
to Hanover, N.H. We left early, 
making sure not to miss Hip-Hop 
scholar Tricia Rose, professor from 
the University of California, Santa 
Cruz. 

Two hours later, we arrived 
at Dar tmouth University. The 
campus was huge, scattered, 
disconnected and simply non-
Middlebury. We all looked through 
the thick van window with curious 
eyes, picturing how each of us 
would survive here. We realized 
that maybe we really loved Middle-
bury in our own special ways. 

The first event of the morning 
was Tricia Rose's lecture on Hip-
Hop culture. We walked in slightly 
late from our road trop, but man-
aged to find breakfast and seats. 
And the first words we heard were: 
"Why must hip-hop artists exploit 
the ghetto in order to sell records?" 
We were all intently focusing on 
this strong black^.woman, who had 
a smirk on her face and prolific 
knowledge in her brain. She knew 
about every rapper, the ins and 
outs of the music industry and 
was a product herself of an urban 
childhood. She was like a miracle 
— as I was finally seeing someone 
who was directly connected to 
hip-hop culture speaking about it. 
She didn't have to rely much on 
theories — although she did use 
them — because she knew exactly 
what ghetto life was like. It made 
her approach both authentic and 
engaging. 

Her voice was confident, pas-
sionate and powerful as she talked 
about artists like Dr. Dre, Snoop 
Dogg and DMX. This 40-some-
thing-year-old scholar not only 
knew every artist by name, but 
also knew the personalities and 
characters of each one. We all sat 
there in awe, deeply wishing that 
she, or someone like her, taught 
at Middlebury. We needed our 
campus to hear this lecture, for, as 
she stated, many white kids f rom 
the suburbs listen to h ip-hop on 
a "superficial basis," sometimes 
failing to truly understand the 
nature of the lyrics, only focusing 
on the "hot" Neptune beat. As the 
audience clapped and shouted out 
"oh yeahs" as if in a black church, 
we, the students of Middlebury, 
nodded our heads in approval of 
this remarkable lecture, thoroughly 
happy about our morning com-
mute. 

The af ternoon continued 
with workshops that ranged from 
beat product ion to dee-jaying to 
h ip-hop dancing. Students, faculty 
and town residents attended each 
workshop on that cultural Satur-
day af ternoon in the heart of New 
Hampshire. Hopefully, a replica of 
this event will soon occur in the 
heart of Middlebury, Vt. 

http://www.ottercreekbrewing.com
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TersonaCized" 'Regional Transportation 
Travel in Style 
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Holiday Travel 
Airport - Amtrak Station 

Transportation 
Call for Rates and Reservations 

3 8 8 - 3 8 3 8 

8 0 0 - 3 8 8 - 1 0 0 2 
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SPRING BREAK '04 
Don't Get Left Behind! 

THE POSTAL SERVICE 

Vlad Lodoaba 

Delivering the mail with a kick, Dan Monger of the United States Postal Service runs his daily route along 
College Street. 

College spreads the wealth 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE I 

amount of the gift will be around $6.5 million for 
the 20-year period. "The amounts in question reflect 
our best estimate of the College's fair share of usage 
of Town Services projected out over the next decade, 
during which it is more probable that costs will go up 
than that they will go down," McCardell said. 

Also built into the agreement is an opt-out clause 
to cover any unexpected issues that may arise. The 
plan initially covers 10 years, beginning in July of 
2004, and is automatically renewed every year unless 
one side chooses to opt out, in which the agreement 
will come to an end nine years from the time of ter-
mination. If neither side decides to opt-out of the 
agreement, the current Fair-Share plan will expire in 
June of 2024. President McCardell noted, however, "I 
suspect this agreement will remain in place indefi-
nitely. Only if the legislature votes to remove our tax-
exempt status would this agreement be annulled." 

To preface this announcement, McCardell fo-
cused on the shared history of the town and the Col-
lege. He pointed out that Middlebury is one of the few 
colleges founded at the turn of the 19th century that 
was named after a place, rather than a person. Wil-
liams, Amherst and Dartmouth* are a few examples 
of the latter. From their earliest days, the town and 

The amounts in question 
reflect our best estimate 
of the College's fair share 
usage of Town Services... 
over the next decade. 

— John McCardell 
the College formed what McCardell termed a "special 
symbiotic relationship" where, in fact, Middlebury 
drew heavily on Addison County residents for finan-
cial support. In fact, the first endowed professorship 
at the College, the Miller Professorship in the Sci-
ences, was funded by a resident of Middlebury. 

In 1994, College officials decided to take action 
to further its goal of "being a good citizen by provid-
ing opportunities and stepping forward in times of 
need," according to McCardell. Out of a desire to con-
tribute to.the town, as well as to ease the property tax 

burden of local residents, the College made the offer 
of the first Fair-Share gift. Not wanting the relation-
ship to be based on a purely mathematical equation, 
the college gave the gift outright and failed to name 
a specific formula for determining the nature of the 
gift. When the time came to renew the agreement, 
town officials and a committee from the College 
gathered to draft a new proposal to meet the chang-
ing needs of both parties. 

Director of Public Affairs Phil Benoit served on 
the committee which drafted the new agreement. 
Benoit characterized the drafting process by stat-
ing, "the discussions that led to the agreement were, 
to a large degree, education sessions for both the 
representatives of the town and the College. Those 
of us representing the College learned more about 
the financial pressures faced by the town and the 
mechanics of producing revenues via the municipal 
tax structure. The town representatives learned more 
about the pressures on the College's budget caused 
by the recent economic downturn, which eroded the 
book value of the endowment." 

Selectboard Chair John Tenny accepted the Col-
lege's latest gift and praised both sides of the bargain-
ing table for a "process made possible through open 
channels of communication." In addition, Tenny 
noted that President McCardell and the administra-
tion have always recognized and supported the bond 
between town and College, and that the actions of 
Middlebury College have, in fact, encouraged other 
local tax-exempt organizations, for example several 
local churches, to step forward and give their own 
gifts to the town. 

The town's largest taxpayer, Middlebury College, 
will continue to pay taxes on areas not covered by 
their tax-exempt status, such as gains made in the 
endowment and water and power use. The new gift, 
however, will further work towards strengthening ties 
and reducing the tax burden on local residents. 

Benoit summed up the goals of many of those 
involved in the drafting process saying, "The process 
resulted in a strengthening of the already strong 
town/College relationship and an increased fltogrii-
tion on both parts that the College and the town each 
benefit tremendously from the other's contributions 
to our mutual ability to thrive. From the College's 
perspective, the gift recognizes in a tangible way the 
value of the town to the well being of the College. 
The fact that the town was involved in helping the 
College to arrive at the appropriate size of the gift and 
the means by which it will be delivered, indicates a 
very strong and cordial relationship between the two 
entities." 

OJFjPrjJi 
Cancun, Jamaica , A c a p u k o , Barbados , 

Bahamas , Mazat lan, Padre & Florida! 

I SAVE$100 PER ROOM j 
i c l i P & J e n d f & ^ j f o i 

I U s e C o d e : v « l i n , 1 

P R M M G , . . 
Online Cannot be combined with any other offer. " 

$100 off per room based on quad occupancy. | 
Only valid for trips including airfare. Offer expires April 1,2004. 

_ _ _ _ _ J 

V i d e o K f i i g 

NEW MOVIES 
School of Rock 
Looney Tunes 
Cold Creek Manor 
Duplex*Good Boy! 
Matchstick Men 
The Missing 
Spy Kids 3-D 
Pieces of April 
Runaway Jury 

Open 10-9 Sun.-Thurs. 
Fri. & Sat. 10-9:30 

M i d d l e b u r y 
3 8 8 - 2 0 3 6 * 

www.sunsplashtours.com 
1.800.426.7710 

http://www.middleburytransit.com
http://www.sunsplashtours.com
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"CAREER 
CONFUSION? 

Find focus and direction. 
• Discover your natural talents. 
• Make a better career choice. 
• With natural ability testing and coaching. 

For details and 
free consultation 

phone: 
802/388 1460 

career 
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IjSIS 
www.careerwisevt .com 
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www.middleburycampus.com 
for our rate sheets 
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campusbiz@middlebury.edu 

for more information 
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BEYOND THE 
> o V " " 0 

BUBBLE 
BY LISIE MEHLMAN, LOCAL NEWS EDITOR 

THE LOCAL 
FLAVOR 

RESTAURANT 
SAKURA JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT 

LOCATION 
2 CHURCH ST, 
BURLINGTON 
HOURS 
M-Th: 11:30-2,5-11:30 
FRI: 11:30-2,5-12:30 
SAT: 11:30- 2:30 

One of the first restaurants 
to offer sushi in Burlington, the 
Sakura Japanese Restaurant nicely 
blends its Eastern flavor with its 
quaint Church Street Marketplace 
surroundings. Ron Takahashi 
founded the restaurant in 1987. 

With its convenient loca-
tion on Burlington's "main drag," 
Sakura is perfect for a post-shop-
ping bite or a dinner with friends. 
Its casual, relaxed environment 
creates an ambience well suited for 
conversation. 

Patrons can choose to sit 
at the traditional sushi bar or at 
Eastern-style tables with Tatami 
mats, or they can opt for a West-
ern-style table with chairs. Sakura' 
is open for both lunch and dinner! 
and it also accommodates take-
out orders. 

The menu at Sakura presents 
an array of authentic Japanese 
cuisine. One can choose from the 
sushi menu or from their more 
complete dinner menu, which 
offers dishes ranging from beef to 
seafood. 

One particularly interesting 
item on the dinner menu, perfect 
for a college student dining out, 
is the "Dinner Box." This option 
allows you to select from a list 
of entrée items, which vary from 
tempura to sushi. Essentially, you 
are allowed to create your own 
meal. The box is served with miso 
soup, a salad dressed in authentic 
ginger dressing and a curious 
side dish, which I was later told 

BY: J.P. ALDI & BENJI PADILLA 

was seaweed. For those of us on 
a budget, the "Dinner Box" is 
reasonably priced at $12, while the 
rest of the entrées are priced in the 
mid teens. 

The sushi menu at Sakura 
is both traditional and creative. 
Unlike the entrée menu, how-
ever, these items are a bit more 
expensive. Patrons can order rolls 
à-la-carte priced at roughly $1.25 
a roll, or they can enjoy a mixed 
platter of assorted rolls, sashimi 
and nigiri sushi. 

If you come with a group 
of sushi enthusiasts, the "Sushi 
Heaven" presents a smart option. 
This platter includes almost 3G 
pieces and is served in a basket 
that resembles a Japanese fishing 
skiff. 

What makes Sakura truly 
interesting is that in order to 
interact with its customer base, 
the chefs attempt to infuse their 
Eastern cuisine with some of the 
flavor of their western surround-
ings. For example, one can find 
on the sushi menu a roll called the 
"Pizza Roll" or the "Mexican Roll." 

Included on the dessert menu 
from time to time is something 
called "Green Tea Cheesecake." 
These hybrid offerings can be 
found scattered throughout 
Sakura's menu, allowing patrons 
to appreciate a mix of east-meets-
west. 

Despite the interesting menu 
and comfortable ambience, my 
dining experience at Sakura left 
me with a slightly bad taste in my 
mouth. Although the food was 
good, the service was disjointed 
and slow — one might even say a 
little raw. 

Ultimately, this restaurant de-
serves a second chance. The menu 
offers creative and affordable 
options that nobody — especially 
sushi lovers — should simply take 
my word for. 

Nonetheless, my verdict on 
Sakura stands: tasty in substance 
yet bitter in delivery. 

Remember those loud model trains that churned 
along a track through your dentist's office? Well, 
now you can enjoy them without the pain of an 
oafish, mustached dentist yanking at your teeth. 
The Northwestern Vermont Model Railroad So-
ciety is holding its model train show on Saturday, 
March 13 in Essex Junction. For just four dollars, 
f rom 10 until 4, you can see operating railroads of 
all different sizes, as well as over 120 other exhib-
its. The show will be held at the Champlain Valley 
Exposition, Route 15, Essex Junction. For more 
information, call 802-878-1135. 

Frustrated with schoolwork? Need to get out some 
aggression? Why not do it the old-fashioned way 
and visit Rick's Gun Shop. There, you can pick up 
a bow and arrow and shoot some archery in the 
shop's indoor range. For directions or for more 
information on this activity, contact Rick's shop at 
802-626-1014. 

With Mardi Gras sadly behind us, it is t ime to for-
get the French and focus on the Irish at the Burl-
ington Irish Heritage Festival. This week-long festi-
val commences on Friday, March 12 in Burlington's 
City Hall and will feature activities f rom movies to 
music to dance, all of which celebrate Irish-Ameri-
can culture and community. Call 802-658-6353 for 
more information. 

In the mood for folk rock? This Saturday, the Rip-
ton Communi ty Coffee House, a nonprofi t concert 
series, will feature Patrick Fitzsimmons. Fitzsim-
mons began his musical career as a member of 
the folk rock band From Good Homes. The band 
recorded three albums in the late 90s and shared 
the stage with artists ranging f rom Bob Dylan 
to Dave Matthews Band. Now living in Vermont 
and working on his solo career, Fitzsimmons has 
recorded two albums. To hear h im perform, head 
on down to the Ripton Commun i ty Center at 8:30 
p.m. this Saturday. 

http://www.careerwisevt.com
http://WWW.VERMONTBLOOMERS.COM
http://www.middleburycampus.com
mailto:campusbiz@middlebury.edu
mailto:CAMPUS@MIDDLEBURY.EDU
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Editorial 
The Heavy Hand of Discipline 

Call it discipline central. The Community Council's sub-
committee on social houses voted unanimously to deny Zeta 
Theta Phi (ZOO) residential space for the coming academic 
year. The recommendation increases the chance that ZOO 
will become a vagrant social house, deprived of any real 
estate to facilitate its rebuilding. And as ZOO edges closer to 
homeless status, the Council has yet to delineate any public 
charges against it. 

Meanwhile, College officials froze the Middlebury Moun-
tain Club's (MMC) budget amidst allegations that its mem-
bership left a window open in the Adirondack House gear 
room. 

The oversight ultimately caused a pipe to burst, flood-
ing parts of the Career Services Office below. Now the MMC 
cannot even gas up its vans to transport members to recre-
ational sites. So much for the great outdoors. 

This pair of punitive measures impacts a wide circle of 
students. The MMC claims the largest membership of any 
student organization on campus, and ZOO is one of just six 
social houses. This administrative meddling has effectively 
paralyzed two important organizations. 

Surely, nobody wants to dispense with the rule of law 
and transform campus life into a free for all. Administering 
justice, however, should never compromise extracurricular 
life on campus. 

Check authoritarianism at the College gate. 

OPINIONS SUBMISSION POLICY 
T h e O p i n i o n s pages of The Middlebury Campus p r o v i d e a f o r u m for cons t ruc t ive a n d r e spec t fu l d ia -
l o g u e o n s u b s t a n t i v e issues. W i t h th i s in m i n d , The Campus reserves t h e r igh t to d e n y p u b l i c a t i o n o f 
all o r p a r t o f a s u b m i s s i o n for any r eason . T h i s inc ludes , b u t is n o t l imi t ed to: t h e m a k i n g of a s se r t ions 
based o n hearsay; t he re la t ion o f p r iva te conve r sa t ions ; t h e l ibe lous m e n t i o n of unver i f i ab le events ; t he 
use of vu lga r l a n g u a g e o r p e r s o n a l a t tacks . A n y s e g m e n t o f a s u b m i t t e d ar t ic le t h a t c o n t a i n s any of t h e 
a f o r e m e n t i o n e d will b e r e m o v e d b e f o r e p u b l i c a t i o n . C o n t r i b u t o r s will b e a l lowed to r e fe rence p r i o r ar -
ticles p u b l i s h e d in t he O p i n i o n s sec t ion o r a n n o u n c e m e n t s for t he p u b l i c r eco rd . If a r e fe rence is m a d e 
t o p r i o r ar t ic les , t he s u b m i s s i o n will be c o n s i d e r e d a le t ter to t he ed i tor . The Campus will n o t accept 
o r p r i n t a n o n y m o u s let ters. T h e o p i n i o n s expressed by c o n t r i b u t o r s to t h e O p i n i o n s sec t ion , as well as 
reviews, c o l u m n s , ed i to r ia l c o m i c s a n d o t h e r c o m m e n t a r y , a re v iews of t h e i nd iv idua l c o n t r i b u t o r s a n d 
d o n o t necessar i ly reflect t he o p i n i o n s of t h e n e w s p a p e r . The Campus w e l c o m e s let ters t o t h e e d i t o r at 
250 w o r d s o r less, o r o p i n i o n s s u b m i s s i o n s at 800 w o r d s o r less. S u b m i t w o r k s d i rec t ly to t he O p i n i o n s 
Edi tor , D r a w e r 30, c a m p u s @ m i d d l e b u r y . e d u o r via t h e pape r ' s W e b si te at w w w . m i d d l e b u r y c a m p u s . c 
o m . To b e c o n s i d e r e d for p u b l i c a t i o n s , s u b m i s s i o n s m u s t be received by 5 p . m . Tuesday. The Campus 
reserves t h e r igh t to edi t all s u b m i s s i o n s . 
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Friday for the following week's issue. Mailing address: The Middlebury Campus, Drawer 30, Middlebury College, 
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Letters to the Editor 
To the Editor: 

In the Feb. 19 edition's, "Notes from the Desk," the authors 
voiced concern over the state of the feminist movement not only 
on Middlebury's campus, but also in the nation at large and tried 
to enlighten us as to the "true nature of the feminist movement." 
At least that is apparently what they thought they were doing. 
What they were in fact doing was attempting to reduce a complex 
political and social movement that has evolved over the last 200-
plus years to a poster that was created by an unknown individual 
and put on the wall in the Cook Seminar room. By assuming that 
this poster, which, I agree with the authors is offensive, anti-social 
and undemocratic, is representative of the entire feminist move-
ment (or even the radical offshoot of the feminist movement), 
the authors are enlisting the help not of logic, but of good old 
irrational stereotypes. Simply because it displays an "anti-male" 
message, it is immediately identified with feminism. This is tak-
ing as fact the stereotype that feminists are "man-haters" that has 
been around for decades and has been a key tool of anti-feminists 
to villify the movement. The fact that the authors ally themselves 
with the use of such a stereotype seems to be working against their 
message of respect, democracy and equality for all. And so I am left 
asking myself, in light of this article, why indeed, "should anyone 
put up with being annoyed and provoked by these rather starkly 
undemocratic ideas of exclusion of half the world's population?" 

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Brookbank '04 

Wasilla, Alaska 

To the Editor: 
I want to thank The Middlbury Campus for its well-balanced 

article about the new room draw system. There were, however, a few 
things printed that need to be corrected. First, we are NOT elimi-
nating Block Draw as the second paragraph indicated. Instead, we 
are revamping Block Draw with the new point system that will both 
allow flexibility, honor seniority and reward continuing commons. 
Secondly, the quote"There is simply not a huge need for junior room 
draw" is not what we meant. Rather we said that there was not a 
huge need for open junior room draw (for those who did not switch 
commons via block draw or by drawing in with a roommate). Last 
year very few students came to that draw, and those that did could 
be just as easily accommodated by "summer draws" rooms, which 
are predominantly junior rooms. Regular commons' junior draw 
is extremely important, necessary, and will continue as in the past. 
I would also like to publicly thank the committee which has worked 
steadily and devotedly throughout the fall, pouring over pages of 
numbers and floor plans while meeting with student and adminis-
tration leaders. We believe we have come up with the best possible 
plan to balance the competing interests and desires, while creating 
a fair system that can last for many years. If you have further ques-
tions about the new system, we are having a campus-wide open 
forum in McCullough on Tuesday, March 9, at 7:30 p.m. Please 
come. 

Sincerely, 
Dean David Edleson, Dean of Cook Commons 

Room Draw Committee Chair 

mailto:campus@middlebury.edu
http://www.middleburycampus.c
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Forty-thousand, four-hundred? 
This past month we, the SGA 

Comprehensive Fee Committee, 
had the opportunity to present the 
student body's perspective of the 
comprehensive fee to the College's 
Board of Trustees. Over the course 
of J-Term we met with numerous 
administrators and leaders of the 
College in order to arrive at an 
educated estimate of how much the 
comprehensive fee would need to in-
crease in order to meet the expenses 
of the College for the upcoming fis-
cal year. Throughout the course of 
our research our constant goal was 
to represent the student body, which 
we felt would like to see as little in-
crease in the fee as possible. 

There are numerous factors 
that justify the need for an increase 
in the College's comprehensive fee. 
Among these are the economic situ-
ation-of the last several years, which 
greatly decreased the value of the 
College's endowment, inflationary 
pressures on utilities and wages and 
the College's continued physical 
expansion. After thorough research 
we presented a comprehensive fee 
of $39,929, which represented a 4.8 

percent increase over the fee from last 
year. Although this projected increase 
was high by historical standards, we 
felt that it was the only reasonable 
way to accommodate for the in-
creased costs faced by the College. 
The committee also recommended 
a steady reduction of the fee increase 
over the next few years to an eventual 
4.0 percent. Recently, the Board of 
Trustees voted to increase the fee 
by 6.0 percent to a level of $40,400 
despite our recommendation. This 
marks the second year in a row that 
students have had to face an increase 
of six percent or above. 

We feel that the administration's 
plan is both inconsiderate to the 
current student body, and is simply 
unfeasible over the long run for a few 
reasons. First, current sophomores 
and juniors have had to shoulder the 
burden of a 12.5 percent compound-
ed increase in the comprehensive fee 
over the last two years. This is the 
largest two-year increase in the com-
prehensive fee in 10 years. Addition-
ally, while an increase of four percent 
for the next four years, as the admin-
istration had recommended, may be 

attainable, we believe it will prove to 
be impossible due to future building 
projects and additional necessary 
expenditures. Finally, President Mc-
Cardell was quoted in the Feb. 19 
edition of The Middlebury Campus 
article stating that the openings of 
the new Library and Atwater fa-
cilities do not increase the operating 
expenses of the College. However, he 
failed to account for the significant 
renewal (depreciation) costs as-
sociated with the new facilities and 
equipment. This important practice 
of spreading the cost of new build-
ings out over a long period will cost 
each student approximately $800 to 
$1,000 annually in perpetuity. 

We maintain the administra-
tion's long-term position is both un-
realistic and unfair to students. The 
College must realize that it cannot 
increase the level of its endowment 
while simultaneously keeping up 
with the same level of facility up-
grading as it has done in past years. 
Money would be better spent on 
further improving academic life, 
thereby increasing the attractiveness 
of teaching at Middlebury. Although 

the comprehensive fees of other 
colleges have not yet been publicly 
released, it is reasonable to assume 
that Middlebury will further solidify 
its position as one of the most ex-
pensive institutions in the country. 
Even with the continued commit-
ment to need-blind admissions, we 
worry that the high fees will lead 
to a perception of Middlebury as 
a social elitist institution. Prospec-
tive high school students looking at 
school statistics before applying will 
certainly be turned off by the price 
differential between Middlebury and 
schools with arguably better reputa-
tions such as Harvard and Williams. 
Ultimately, the Trustees and the 
administration should remember 
that while Middlebury should strive 
to remain academically competitive 
with these institutions, the College 
should not lose sight of price compe-
tition, as well. 

C H R I S T I A N H I C K S ' 0 6 , 

A M I C H A I K I L C H E V S K Y ' 0 4 . 5 , 

A N D R E W M A R T E L ' 0 4 , 

A L I S O N T H A U N G ' 0 6 , 

M I C H A E L VILARELLO ' 0 5 

Room draw policy adds new stress 
One of Middlebury's general strengths is the 

administration's reliance on committees in which 
the opinions and desires of the student body are 
taken into account when making important 
decisions regarding student life. The committee 
responsible for amending the room draw policy 
at first glance seems no exception to this trend. 
But the implications of the modified policy it has 
recently adopted make me seriously question its 
decision making process. 

While in principle a viable alternative to the 
arbitrary and often stressful system of the past, 
the new proposal alters the block draw proce-
dure in a way that makes the group of students 
it most directly concerns, rising seniors, at a 
sudden disadvantage because of the radical new 
emphasis on promoting commons loyalty. As a 
result, many students who until last week had 
as decent a chance as anyone else of getting top 
housing for next year in their current commons 
will be unlikely to get a senior block at all, in any 
commons. The new block draw system's funda-
mental flaw lies in its failure to apply the new 
"points procedure" to the current batch of stu-
dents, who until very recently had no knowledge 
that such a change was even being considered. 
Since its first year at Middlebury, the Class of '05 
has selected its housing under the rational expec-
tation that the current system of seniority and 
random number assignment within one's com-
mons and overall would determine the chances 
for block draw. With this in mind, many students 
have voluntarily changed commons for various 
reasons, to live with friends, dissatisfaction with 
their current commons or even specifically be-

cause they wanted a chance at a particular commons' 
senior housing. 

Still others have been denied the option to 
continue in their initial commons for lack of avail-
able housing sophomore year. The new system 

I fail to see how the new 
system could fairly or 
logically distribute housing. 

makes sought-after housing for a student who fits 
into any one of these categories nearly impossible. 
Perhaps the new policy's most frustrating aspect is its 
requirement that a group of students pool all its com-
mons points together, which in turn will determine 
its chances for a block. If even one member of the 
group falls short of full commons points, for any of 
the above reasons, the group's potential bid would be 
seriously jeopardized. 

Against the inevitable groups of friends who by 
planning have all lived in the same commons for three 
years, the group would have literally no possibility of 
success. Consequently, the group would either have to 
restructure its members or abandon the bid altogether. 
It's easy to see how this new system would not in the 
least bit reduce room-draw-related confusion or stress. 
Consider the statement in last week's edition of The 
Middlebury Campus by Dean David Edleson, chair-
man of the Room Draw Committee: "It really is a 
matter of priority, living with your friends or living in 
exactly the room you want to live in." 

Assuming students have been aware of the new 
implications, having guaranteed housing within their 

commons through junior year is a reasonable 
proposal. But for those of us who for some rea-
son haven't lived in the same commons all along 
and/or have friends who haven't, the new system 
gives very little chance for premium housing se-
nior year. To put it plainly, the logic of the new 
block draw procedure rests on the assumptions 
that all rising seniors have a) had the ability to 
stay within the same commons since their first 
year and b) known all along that it would be 
necessary to stay within their commons in order 
to qualify for top senior housing. 

Neither of these premises holds true. Until 
both do, I fail to see how the new system could 
fairly or logically distribute housing.Therefore, 
in light of these problems affecting most of all 
the Class of 2005, the only reasonable solution 
seems to be delaying implementation of the 
new system so that future students can adapt to 
the radically different requirements concerning 
block draw and plan accordingly I strongly en-
courage anyone who feels the same way as I do to 
advocate this option. 

The fact that these issues weren't over-
whelmingly apparent to the Room Draw Com-
mittee from the start concerns me and makes 
me wonder what has happened to "a representa-
tive student voice at Middlebury. lust as a new 
commons life system needs to be phased in as a 
gradual process involving two-way communica-
tion between the administration and students, so 
should the housing selection process itself. 

S T E P H E N M A R K U S ' 0 5 
AN ENGLISH MAIOR 

I-ROM DALLAS, TEXAS. 

NOTES 
FROM THE DESK 

T O : President McCardell 
As you begin your one-year 

hiatus there are a few housekeeping 
matters worthy of your attention. 
Mr. President, I've been here three 
semesters and all I have from you is 
a handshake at the start of February 
Orientation last year. Since then, 
I've rarely seen you around campus. 
Your decision to judge the Winter 
Carnival talent show last weekend 
came as a wonderful surprise. 

You flashy tuxedo and witty 
feedback were brilliant on Friday 
night. I saw a sense of humor, not 
just the scholarship that comes 
through in your speeches. For as 
much as I enjoy your eloquent 
discourses, you never really descend 
from the Mead podium. I like look-
ing at the new library, Bicentennial 
Hall and the workings of a com-
mons system slowly materializing 
-products of your hard work-but I 
would much rather have a fun and 
relaxed conversation with you over 
chicken parmesan at Proctor. 

Here is my proposal: eat three 
meals a week in college dining 
halls. Heck, bring a few trustees or 
promising donors to a meal where 
the food isn't catered. There can be 
no better way to pique the interest 
of a potential donor than by eat-
ing a meal with students who will 
benefit from the donation. I know 
visiting them works, but therein lies 
another problem-you, the com-
mander-in-chief, are not here where 
you belong. Once you sit down at 
a random table with your red tray, 
barriers are broken. 

In the news section of the 
paper this week, there is an article 
about your Farewell Tour. Sadly, 
this tour involves several trips to 
Burlington International, not to the 
Great Hall in Bi-Hall. I'd love to see 
you sneak up on a focused student 
and ask them if they like what 
they're reading. The alumni chap-
ters will love your presence during 
the tour, but the students need it 
more. Save the college airfare and 
work instead on making the rounds 
to campus events. Midd This Week 
should be your bedside reading. It's 
time for your own image-raising 
- n o t fundraising. I'm a Proctor guy, 
hope to see you there. 

DAVE BARKER ' 0 6 . 5 
FEATURES EDITOR 

Tun MIDDLEBURY CAMPUS 

B E I N G F R O M ALABAMA, 1 
T H O U G H T T H E R E WAS G O I N G 
T O BE A F E R R I S W H E E L , N O T 
S N O W A N D SKI ING. 

- S A G E BIERSTER '07 .5 

W I N T E R CARNIVAL IS T H E S U M 
O F ALL T E M P T A T I O N S . EXCITE-
M E N T F O R RACERS, A T T R A C T I O N 
F O R T H E P U B L I C , A N D 
E U P H O R I A F O R T H E S T U D E N T S . 

— P H I L I P O D Q U I S T '07 

T H E BEST PART O F W I N T E R 
CARNIVAL IS T H E T H R E E - D A Y 
W E E K E N D T O RELAX, H A N G O U T 
W I T H F R I E N D S , A N D ENJOY T H E 
VARIOUS E V E N T S T H A T TAKE 
PLACE O N C A M P U S . 

— K I M QUICKSILVER '05 

IS W I N T E R C A R N I V A L R E A L L Y A B O U T A C A R N I V A L 

I N W I N T E R O R IS T H E R E A H I D D E N T R U T H T O 

T H I S D A Y O F F ? 

Results based on 76 responses collected between Feb. 24 and March 3 at www.middleburycampus.com 

NEXT WEEK'S POLL QUESTION: WHAT'S MORE DANGEROUS, 
THE MUD OR THE ICE? 

YES, IGNORANCE IS BLISS AND 
IT IS ONLY A DAY FOR FUN AND 

GAMES. 
51% 

16% 
N o , MIDDLEBURY 
COLLEGE IS BUILT ON AN 
ANCIENT GRAVEYARD AND 
THE DAY IS NECESSARY TO 
CALM THE SPIRITS. 

7 % NO, IT IS A DAY FOR THE FACULTY TO 
SECRETLY HONOR THE PRESIDENT. 

NO, DURING WINTER CARNI-
VAL ALL THE PROFESSORS FLY 
TO A SUMMIT PREPARING THE 
SUCESSION OF MIDDLEBURY 
FROM THE U S A . 

http://www.middleburycampus.com
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A-Framers and 
J-Termers: 

I can't believe I 'm writing this 
right now. I could be out drinking 
Guinness and chasing leprechauns. 
But this is important. There is a 
nasty trend occurring at Middle-
bury that needs to be addressed. I've 
even named it. Behold, (insert sus-
penseful pause) Middlebury's latest 
malady: Fun Genocide. 

Okay, I'll explain. So first there 
was speculation about J-Term being 
removed. Of course no one took it 
too seriously, because, honestly, who 
gets rid of J-Term? What a joke. But 
then it was suddenly announced, 
"And by the way, A-frames are no 
more." Whoa. One of the most 
lively, unique and tradition-filled 
places on campus suddenly was be-
ing gutted as housing because of "an 
agreement made with the adjacent 
neighborhoods with the building of 
new senior housing." (RS. There was 
no "agreement": the A-frames were 
offered to the neighbors as a sort of 
sacrifice — in the manner of, "Hey, 
sorry about all these new senior 
dorms but look — we're killing the 
frames! Yahoo!") Okay, maybe there 
was no "Yahoo." But I digress. Now 
yes, students in the frames may be 
infamous for being a little rowdier, 
a little more obnoxious — damn 
those kids and their 50 Cent! — and 
perhaps a little more inclined to the 
drink. I say this not only because I 
lived there, but also because when 
talking casually to any professor, I 
have grown quite used to the inevi-
table eye-brow lift when I mention 
my dorm, followed by the, "Oh, you 
live in the A-frames, do you?" (Also, 
if they are wearing spectacles, they 
pull them down and peer at me over 
the top of them at this point, as if 
suddenly doubtful of my sobriety 
— even if its only 9 a.m.). 

So we've got a bad rap. But let's 
be honest. While we know there 
are plenty of other things people 
do for fun, it should be noted that 
the social scene at Middlebury typi-
cally involves at least one of 
the three following 
things: 

1 . T r y i n g 
to down hard 
alcohol incon-
spicuously in a 
soon- to-be-put -
o n - p r o b a t i o n / 
w a r n i n g / 
s u s p e n s i o n / y e l -
low- te r ro r i s t - a l e r t 
Social House. 

2. Driving a few miles away to 
pack 300 kids into a rustic house 
with far too few kegs, and even fewer 
designated drivers 

3. Until now, hanging out with 
friends in the interaction-promot-
ing A-frâmes. 

Reason being, the A-frames are 
the quintessential building-design 
for a social and friend-building 
atmosphere. You can't get 
to your room without 
walking through the 
constantly active 
c o m m o n - r o o m . 
You can't stand in 
the loft common-
area without being 
able to gaze out 
through the large 
windows onto the 
wonderful Middle-
bury landscape 
and/or press your 

bare butt up onto 
a window itself 
and moon fellow 
A-framers as they walk into the 
building. There is love for all in the 
frames. So we made the shirts (Save 
the frames!) and we even promised 
to stop breaking things. But it was 
too late. A-frames alumni (and all 
those who could have been) will 
now forever have to wonder why. 
Why in the name of anything holy 
did Middlebury (in the middle of 
a housing crunch) scrap one of 
the parts of it that made it most 
special? 

Which leads me back to J-
Term. Whenever I start explaining 
to my friends during Christmas 
break why I have to go back to 
school earlier than them, I clarify 
that it is because of this cool thing 
called J-Term, where we have time 
to ski and make new friends and 
can take our sleeping bag out of 
Bi-Hall and live in our real dorm for 
a few weeks. And when I'm trying 
to explain this awesome concept, I 
get this glow about me. I feel really 
freaking proud to have this J-Term 
thing. I mean, come on, J-Term is 
awesome. You can pick a subject that 
has nothing to do with your major 
— or anything for that matter. 

And you can bet someday 
"Jeopardy" will ask a question about 
that subject and you'll scream the 
correct answer to the amazement 
of your friends (unless one of your 
friends is Keith Williams) and then 
you'll say,"That's right, I knew it, be-
cause I took 'What Trolls Would Eat 
if They Weren't Mythical Creatures' 
during my J-Term at Middlebury." 
And then you'd get that same glow 
that we all get 
to have now 
when talking 
a b o u t 
w h a t 

Is this the end 
of our days? 

our school has that no other one 
does. 

Let's be honest. I'm exaggerat-
ing and being silly. The A-frames 
are not special because you can 
moon people through the huge 
loft window. J-Term is not special 
because it might give you an edge 
in some random "Jeopardy" cat-
egory in 10 years. The reason I am 
being so inane in this little opinion 
piece, however, is because I think the 
ideas of scrapping the A-frames and 
dumping J-Term really are twice 
as ludicrous as whatever garbage I 
could write. I don't need to explain 
the marvels of the frames because if 
you've lived there, you know how 
special they are. I don't need to ar-
gue that J-Term should stay, because 
every one of us knows how special it 
is. This whole sequence of events is 
absurd, and I'm getting upset. And 
I'm in Ireland. No one is sad in Ire-
land. I guess the best way to explain 
it is by saying this: Whenever I try to 
describe the A-frames to someone, 
and talk about the fun I've had, I get 
all flustered. And whenever I try to 
explain the J-Term concept and how 
it works, I get all flustered. However, 
when 1 finally muster an explana-
tion — it ends up being the same for 
both. All I can say is, "I don't know, I 
can't put words to it. You just have to 
experience it. It's amazing." 

Are we the last generation of A-
framers and J-Termers? Even worse, 
what source of fun is going to be 
targeted next? To those making the 
decisions (notably, non-students), I 
beg with you, reconsider. And now, 

I'm going to go drink that 
Guinness. 

S A R A H M C C A B E ' 0 5 
A PYSCHOI.OGY MAJOR 

PLTSSFORD, N.Y. 

Letter to the Editor 
To the Editor: 

Before my senior year, I had always appreciated the unique experi-
ences available during J-Term. For example, two years ago, I took a state 
and local government class with Madeline Kunin, the former Governor 
of Vermont. This class afforded me the opportuni ty to speak with poli-
cymakers such as then-Governor Howard Dean and current Governor 
Jim Douglas '72. 

This year, I gained a new appreciation of J-Term. I have been work-
ing on a full-year thesis for the Political Science Department and those 
four weeks in January provided a valuable opportunity to totally focus 
on researching and writing this paper. In addition to helping my final 
product, the t ime I spent studying only international politics gave me a 
chance to evaluate my academic interests and reflect on whether or not I 
want to pursue a career in international politics. 

A thesis writer's level of enjoyment of his or her topic during Janu-
ary is reflective of how he or she might feel about a graduate degree or 
career in that subject area. Because s tuden t s are always torn between 
multiple classes, a 14-week term does not provide such a preview of 4 

the real world. Instead of better preparing Middlebury students for the 
working world, it would produce even more graduates with incomplete 
plans for life after college. 

Sincerely, 
Gregg Eriksen '04.5 

Walden, N.Y. 

From Frustrated 
While reading a recent edition 

of The Middlbury Campus, I couldn't 
help but become frustrated with 
Middlebury. The talk of doing away 
with J-Term, the suspension of ZOO, 
the new off-campus housing situa-
tion and the obscene rise in tuition 
all make me question what the Col-
lege is trying to accomplish. 

Middlebury is a unique school 
that has so much to offer every stu-
dent, and that is a huge reason as to 
why I chose this school. J-Term is 
one of the characteristics that many 
people use as the deciding factor for 
choosing Middlebury over other 
NESCAC schools such as Amherst 
or Trinity. It also presents an oppor-
tunity to take classes that wouldn't 
necessarily be taught here and to 
gain the perspective and experiences 
of visiting professors. I don't care if it 
costs the school more money. We are 
here to get a well-rounded education 
and with the rise in tuition we should 
have a plethora of options. 

This College is also known and 
loved for the mentality of work hard-
play hard. The College disbanded fra-
ternities and set up the social house 
system, which serves you well if you 
are into that scene. By kicking ZOO 
out of Palmer House the College is 
depleting its on campus activity and 
forcing students to either hang out 
in their rooms with the same people 
every weekend, or party off-campus. 
I personally like partying off-campus 
because I don't have to worry about 
security, who I believe to be overly 
willing to get students in trouble 
for drinking and even suspended if 
it comes to that. In my opinion, no 
student should be suspended for an 
entire semester due to social issues. 
This is an academic institution, the 
only thing that justifies and entire se-
mester of college lost should be aca-
demic reasoning. The College should 
think long and hard about what type 
of damage this does to students that 
fall victim to an unjust system. The 
options for punishment are infinite, 
but the possibility of an entire se-
mester of suspension is juvenile. The 
point that I am trying to make is that 
the college put these social houses in 
place to encourage the social life on 
campus. By disbanding ZOO and 
having enthusiastic security guards 
dishing out citations, the College is 
encouraging people to find other 
places to party and other substances 
to party with. 

The newT off-campus housing 

policy is also something that I find 
terribly unfortunate. 

The reason everyone wants to 
live off campus is because when you 
get older it is nicer to have a space 

I think that the 
College is dealing 
with things that can 
make or break its 
future. 

that reflects your maturity. It is also 
nice to be able to socialize in a house 
away from the campus so that once 
again you don't have to worry about 
registering parties, security guards 
and other problems that you run 
into when dealing with while trying 
to have a good time without leaving 
campus. Living off campus and sign-
ing leases with people in Middlebury 
helps us to become more integrated 
with the community and invigorate 
the economy of Addison County to 
a greater extent than we would living 
on campus. The College claims that 
there is a lack of senior leadership 
on campus but that is for obvious 
reasons having to do with all of the 
political issues that need to be dealt 
with while partying on campus. 

I guess that I am very frustrated 
because I think that the College is 
dealing with things that can make or 
break its future. These large changes 
that the College is making will totally 
change the appeal of this college to 
those who are applying, those who 
end up coming to Middlebury and 
those who end up staying here (as-
suming not too many people are 
going to be scared into transferring). 
The social houses were brought here 
to inspire students to have a place to 
go on the weekends and they are not 
really serving that purpose anymore 
because they are afraid of the conse-
quences. 

The relationship between the 
students and the security guards 
needs to change. Before making 
these decisions, I think the adminis-
tration really needs to think long and 
hard about what they are trying to 
accomplish and what the long-term 
repercussions might be and how 
these decisions will effect the future 
of Middlebury College. 

A S H L E Y L Y D D A N E ' 0 6 
A AMERICAN CIVILIZATIONS MAJOR 

FROM GREENWICH, CONN. 
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Winter Carnival Social Board 
2004 

V I W I N I X , M C K f D f T H , A N N H , L A U K A , JUL16, 
LAUBvA, CONNIÊ, M I C H A C L , LISI£, K A T , LINDSAY, 

ALICIA, OLIVIA, 6MILY, A N D ÉSPÉCIALLY SUSAN A N D 
AMBiK-

Thank you for all your hard work, creativity and good 
cheer- you wade my Job easy! 

-Special Thanks to the CCAl office-
"Much few, 'fnhhy 

ADVERTISE WITH 

tE l je j H i h M e b u r g C a m p u s P u b l i c a t i o n s 

LOG O N T O 
wwvv.middleburycampus.com 

FOR RATE SHEETS 

n i y y a 
p i u a OPEN SUNDAY - THURSDAY 4PM 

OPEN FRIDAY G SATURDAY 4PM 

-stuck in the library studying? 
-too cold to walk to the Grille? 

1AM 
2AM 

-not in any condition to get off the couch? 
Call Neil & Otto's Pizza today! 

Try our famous pizza styx! 
Call 388-6774 or 388-6776 

We deliver right to your door 
VISA/MC gladly accepted 

*tax, delivery and toppings extra,. 
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Seven, Juicy, 
Citizens of Humanity, 

Blue Cult, 
Paper Denim + Cloth, 

Mavi and 
Lucky 

m - s a t 1 0 : 3 0 - 5 : 3 0 s u n 1 2 - 4 

66 main st. middlebury 388.6380 

shoes, make up, 
accessories. 
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Super unnecessary vehicles? 
With hybrid SUVs hitting the market next fall, The Campus took to 
Middlebury s parking lots to question our love for gas guzzlers 

By Julia McKinnon 
STAFF WRITER 

Next t ime you use "What 
kind of car do you drive?" as your 
pick-up line, make sure you're not 
talking to an environmentalist. On 
an af ternoon in the sophomore 
parking lot behind the Center for 
the Arts, all the cars were counted. 
The numbers revealed that roughly 
one in three cars in any given 
Middlebury College parking lot is 
a Sport Utility Vehicle (SUV). But 
new alternatives are emerging 
to provide an environ-
mentally efficient version 
of today's gas guzzling 
SUVs. 

On Feb. 16 The New 
York Times published an 
article by Danny Hakim 
illuminating the benefits 
of Ford and Toyota's new 
hybrid SUVs. These car 
companies plan to launch 
the partially electric SUVs 
next fall. Ford will unveil 
hybrid version of its Escape 
sport utility and Toyota is set 
to release the RX 330 and RX 400 
under the Lexus name. According 
to the article, the SUVs will be 
more expensive, but consumers 
concerned about electric cars need 
not worry because they don't have 
to be plugged in. 

Many people drive SUVs not 
for their improved handling of 
treacherous terrain but because 
of their role as a status symbol. "In 

Many drive 
SUVs [simply] 
because of their 
role as a status 
symbol. 

New Mexico do you ever need four-
wheel-drive?" said Caitlyn Ottinger 
'06. "No, but every kid has one and 
they are expensive gas-hog cars." 

"And even then how could you 
be steajthy?" added Retta Leaphart 
'06. "In Montana people drive their 
beat-up cars to the ski hill all the 
time, and their snow tires do fine." 

According to Ot-
tinger, Hum-
mers are 
t h e 

ment has a built- in electric engine 
in addition to the standard internal 
combust ion engine. The hybrid 
SUVs will still run on gasoline and 
the batteries for the electric mo-
tor are recharged when the car is 
running. When the hybrid SUVs 
are traveling slowly or when they 
are idle at stop lights, the electric 

engine takes over and allows the 
vehicle to get between 27 

epitome 
the SUV 

"Honestly, 
you're invading 

country, you don't need a Hum-
mer," she said. Ottinger proudly 
t rumpets her 1989 Mercury Sable 
that drives without a problem. 

The new hybrid cars, or green 
machines, significantly reduce gas 
mileage and provide an alternative 
for drivers who are unwilling to 
part with an elevated view of the 
road. In 2002 an average car's gas 
mileage equaled about 24.4 miles 
per gallon whereas an SUV totaled 
about 17.3 miles per gallon. 

With car-like mileage in an 
SUV, Ford and Toyota are coming 
out with the hybrid sport utility 
vehicle as an environmental answer 
to four-wheel-drive. 

This technological advance-

and 40 
miles to the gal-

lon. Ford's Escape 
hybrid will get 

about 25 percent 
more miles per gallon 

than the gasoline version on 
the highway and average twice the 
miles per gallon in the city. 

Although SUVs are spacious, 
comfortable and have four-wheel-
drive, critics point to their role 
in exacerbating global warming. 
According to Dan Becker, a global 
warming specialist interviewed by 
The New York Times, automotive 
global warming emissions contr ib-
ute greatly to the destruction of the 
ozone layer. 

But SUVs do have their ben-
efits. Many students at Middlebury 
are attached to their vehicles be-
cause they can carry around fr iends 
and gear. 

"I like the fact that my car has 
storage, size for seating people and 
towing capability for my boat in 

The new hybrid 
cars, or green 
machines, reduce 
gas mileage by 
a significant 
amount. 

the summer," said sophomore 
Jeff Boyink, who drives a 

1996 Toyota 4Runner. 
"My forerunner is small-
er than some SUVs. Big 
ones are unnecessary 

but if you have a large 
family they have practi-
cal applications." Caitlin 

Hicks '04 is on the cutting 
edge of transition to alterna-

tive fuels..She is fully invested in 
her decision to buy a Toyota Prius 
and enjoys the fuel efficiency. 

"I can drive home to Spring-
field and back on one tank of 
gas," she said. "It's an educational 
tool, to show people it runs like a 
normal car." Hicks gets close to 40 
miles per gallon in her Prius in the 
winter. 

Hakim's article reported only 
a lukewarm consumer response 
to Toyota's and Honda's hybrid 
sedans. Only tens of thousands of 
them have been sold out of a U.S. 
market that sells 17 million vehicles 
annually. 

Both companies expect sales to 
rise — and for good reason — 60 
percent of the vehicles sold by 2015 
will have to be hybrid to stave off 
automotive global warming projec-
tions. 

Hicks is not enthralled with 
the idea of hybrid SUVs. "The 
mentality that you need a big car 
in general is annoying," Hicks said. 
"But it's an improvement." 

A peek at the parking lot 

Chris Humphrey '06: Proud owner of a Ford F250, towers over gnat-
sized Nissans and puny Pathfinders alike. 

Chris Humphrey '06 

W H A T HE DRIVES: Ford F250 ( t ruck) '03 V10 

M I L E S PER GALLON: 8-10 

W H Y A TRUCK? My t ruck is a weekend thing. It's for utility 
uses like mov ing my things h o m e for the summer . 

T H E ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: I a m not for SUVs in general. 
It's nice b u t I'd never want an SUV as m y everyday vehicle. They 
are big and ha rd to maneuver . 

Tory Watts '06 attests to the power and prestige of her Pathfinder -
and it's got a big t runk to boot . 

Tory Watts '06 

-hey, 

W H A T SHE DRIVES: Nissan Pa th f inde r '03 

M I L E S PER GALLON: 19 

W H Y AN S U V ? It's safe. I 've been in a wreck a n d I wasn ' t h u r t be-
cause I was in an SUV. You can fit lots of peop le in it a n d it has a big 
t r u n k . 

T H E ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: I only dr ive w h e n I need to. I 
never dr ive d o w n t o w n , for example . I walk a lot . 
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King deems Bolivia a crowning cause 
By Polly Johnson 

STAFF WRITER 

Talk to either Chris King '06 or Meredith Rey '04 for five minutes and 
you will understand the depth of their passion for the children of South 
America. Stepping into King's Ross room, one is plucked from the typical 
dorm room world of posters and tapestries and transported to one of photos 
featuring beautiful farmland settings, beaches at sunset and King surrounded 
by smiling children. These are not snapshots from a family trip to a beach 
resort, but rather glimpses into the life-altering experience King had living 
in Cochabamba, the largest city in Bolivia, with a population of roughly 
500,000. 

Bolivia, a country rich in history, art and tradition, remains the poor-
est country in South America and the third poorest in the world. Political 
instability and unrest is common — its president was recently removed, and 
the country remains $6.6 billion in debt. In 2000, the average income was 
around $1,000 per year, and 60 percent of the indigenous people live below 
the poverty line. 

Deep familial connections ease the economic strain. Yet, children 
are abandoned at high rates. In Cochabamba alone, there are over 30 or-
phanages. During his stay in Bolivia, King dedicated his time to two different 
orphanages, spending most of his time at the Amistad Mission. The orphan-
age is comprised of about 80 kids, ranging in age from five to 19. According 
to King, the children are happy and appreciate what they have and like most 
normal kids, enjoy playing games and watching movies. 

The orphanage strives to make the living situation as comfortable as 
possible, and has even created a teen-
age house as a point of transition into 
the real world of finding employment. 
King, although not fluent in Spanish, 
found that "so much is transmitted 
through a smile or a hug," and that 
maintaining a friendly and positive 
attitude was the best way to bond 
with the kids. 

Bung's first visit to South Amer-
ica was in 2001 on a trip to Ecuador 
where he developed a great interest in 
the country and wanted to help in any 
way possible. During his senior year 
of high school in 2002, he traveled 

with his youth group, big supporters of the Amistad orphanage, and spent 10 
days in Cochabamba. He was so moved by what he experienced there that he 
went back last summer for two months. 

King's ultimate goal is to spread awareness of this cause. He is planning 
to start a club and hold meetings on campus in hopes of expanding support 
for community service in South America. He hopes to eventually organize c 
trip for students to Bolivia where they can experience the needs first hand. In 
the meantime, both King and Rey, who also spent time volunteering in South 
America, suggest that the Middlebury community can help in a number of 
ways. They will be selling greeting cards outside of Ross Dining Hall for one 
dollar — cards that were hand painted by Bolivian children. 

King, although 
not fluent in 
Spanish, found 
so much is 
transmitted with 
a smile or a hug. 

Bolivian ritual and culture broadens perspectives of student volunteers. 

Courtesy 
Volunteer Chris King '06 finds himself happily immersed in the lives of 
children residing in a Bolivian orphanage. 

Rush in rewind: lots of free food 
By Michael Ferrier 

STAFF WRITER 

The Middlebury social houses 
finished their most recent rush 
period last week, ushering in new 
pledge classes to their respective 
social communities. The rush pe-
riod serves as a time when students 
can explore all the social houses on 

Each house has 
its own strategy 
for recruiting 
potential bidders. 

campus, sampling various activities 
in an attempt to discover the Best fit 
for them. 

Open to every student on 
campus, social events planned dur-
ing the two-week period included 
pasta dinners, barbecues, athletic 
events and question-and-answer 
sessions. In order to submit a bid 
to a particular house, the student 
had to attend a min imum of three 
social house events and compose a 
bid application to begin the pledge 
process. 

As pledges learned, the rush pe-
riod is a time when the social houses 
attempt to distinguish themselves 
f rom one another. 

Although many students men-
tion the immediate social grati-
fication as the main motive for a 
prospective pledge candidate, sev-
eral stress the broadening of social 
circles and networking as their pri-
mary reason for rushing. Heather 
Barrington '04, former president of 
ADP, highlighted the two types of 
people who participate in the pledge 
process, "Some people simply join 
with a large group of their friends 
in order to unearth a different social 
atmosphere, whereas others try to 
add to the periphery of their social 
circles to broaden their social inter-
actions and networking." 

Barrington adds that the social 
houses push "inter-brother" com-
munication and casual activities 
during the rush period "in order to 
evoke a sort of low-key atmosphere 
in which we lie ourselves out on a 
line by being casual, but not putting 
on any sort of façades." 

Tavern strives to create "a 
distinct comfort zone and area of 
acceptance for all of the rush and 
pledge classes." 

Each house has its own strategy 
of recruiting potential bidders. For 

example, ADP has larger pledge 
classes, as exemplified by the 70-
80 bids they typically receive each 
semester. Other houses like KDR 
have smaller pledge classes of 12 to 
15 students. 

Barrington notes that the dif-
ference in the number of bids for 
each particular house is a positive 
attribute to the Middlebury social 
house system, creating a "very dy-
namic and interesting" selection 
process for the potential bidder. 

During the rush period, ad-

ministrative guidance and financial 
support are essential to the overall 
success of the program. In particu-
lar, Karen Guttentag, the assistant 
dean of student affairs, plays a vital 
role in the direction of the social 
houses. 

As Barrington emphasizes, 
"Karen walks the line between ad-
ministrating and supporting very 
well. We wouldn't have been half as 
successful in the development of the 
rush period without her substantial 
influence." 

BY LANFORD BEARD 

There are few phenomena 
that could inspire me to advise 
taking up residence in Cuba, but 
this past Friday I was knocked up, 
over and sideways by the return of 
our nation's preeminent pelicula dc 
bailar: "Dirty Dancing." 

I know that most of my faith-
ful readers expect me to report the 
tidings of this year's Oscars — this 
is the stuff that I live and breathe 
— but this week I decided to buck 
the trend and report on the latest 
gorgeosity that Harvey Weinstein 
and his Miramax mooks have 
bestowed upon us — aside from 
"Cold Mountain," "Shakespeare in 
Love" and scores of other movies 
that scream to Academy voters how 
important and intelligent they are. 
Forget intelligence, I want cuties 
and Cuba (pre-revolution)! 

So, dear reader, as I sit here 
listening to the throbbing beats of 
the "Dirty Dancing: Havana Nights" 
soundtrack, I advise everyone in 
a reasonable radius to hightail it 
to the nearest theater (the Hoyt's 
South Burlington Nine sated my 
desperate yearnings) to see the 
hottest faux-Latino movie to hit the 
States since the ilk of "The Forbid-
den Dance" and "Lambada." 

"Havana Nights" takes place on 
the eve of Castro's New Year's 1959 
revolution in Cuba. Indie darlings 
Romola Garai (first featured in "I 
Capture the Castle") and Diego 
Luna (from sextastic "Y Tu Mama 
Tambien") are the new Baby and 
Johnny, respectively. This time 
their names are Katey and Javier, 
and through a series of twists and 
travails they are compelled to enter 
a dance contest at the Palace dance 
club so Javier can earn $5,000 for 
his family and Katey can give away 
her Radcliff-bound flower (it is 
no coincidence the club where she 
finds her inner pulse is called "La 
Rosa Negra"— the black flower). 

True, the premise, the music 
and the dialogue are often bogus. 
Don't expect gravity when you're 
drooling over Diego. Don't expect 
genius when you're reeling at 
Romola's undulations. Instead, ask 
for hott-ness and hott-ness ye shall 
receive. 

And even some Swayze for 
good measure. Yes, folks, Romola 
again captures the Castle — Johnny 
Castle — when Katey frees herself 
of her American inhibitions under 
the tutelage of a visibly older 
Johnny, who, in movie time, has yet 
to turn our Baby into a woman. 

I refuse to lie and say the film 
is great art. First and foremost the 
film is eye candy. Says Roger Ebert, 
"We go to the movies to look at the 
pretty pictures on the screen, like 
infants who like bright toys dangled 
before them. And 'Dirty Dancing: 
Havana Nights' is a great movie 
to look at . . ." and its stars aren't 
anything to sniff at, either. 

So, this week while America is 
celebrating the futures of Academy 
winners and losers, celebrate the 
past in its most adulterated form 
by surrendering to the tropical heat 
wave of "Dirty Dancing: Havana 
Nights." 

Albert Bitici 

Potential pledges sample Tavern's cooking and get a feel for the social 
scene dur ing the two-week rush period. 
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ACADEMIC PAUSE SHOWCASES WINTRY 
MIX OF ARTISTIC AND ATHLETIC TALENTS 

By A m a n d a Goodwin 
STAFF WRITER 

Last weekend Middlebury students lined the ski 
slopes, packed into the hockey arena and flooded the 
dance floor, taking part in the College's much-antici-
pated annual Winter Carnival. The celebration kicked 
off Thursday night with a fireworks display at the Center 
for the Arts followed by the "Moonlight in Manhattan" 
cultural gala, featuring a collection of jazz, Broadway 
show tunes and dance performances. 

An '80s-themed dance party capped off the evening, 
during which students sported side ponytails, legwarm-
ers and spandex leggings as they danced the night away 
to the music of Orange Crush, an '80s cover band. The 
band performed a collection of classic hits from the de-
cade, including "Video Killed the Radio Star," "Tainted 
Love" and the perennial crowd favorite, "Jessie's Girl." 

"I thought the '80s dance was the best event of the 
weekend," said Joseph Bergan '07.5. "The costumes were 
fantastic, and for me, it was a great introduction to Win-
ter Carnival." 

Friday carved a more competitive and athletic turn 
at the start, boasting the first and second runs of the al-
pine skiing races and women's 5K and men's 10K nordic 
events. A wide selection of activities ensued, including 
the annual ice show, a Wonnacott Commons-sponsored 
afternoon of fondue and games and two separate view-
ings of the Camp Micowica talent show. Camp Mico-

wica, an evening of performances, which showcased 
the tap-dance ensemble On Tap, juggling phenomenon 
Brian Pletcher '04 and the 2004 talent show winners, 
beat-boxers Tony and Mojo, left the audience both in 
awe of the acts and nostalgic for summer camp — "mud 
and worms" pudding cups and juice boxes were served 
on red-checked tablecloths to evoke the spirit of that 
coveted season. After the show, many students took the 
opportunity to partake in a Hoedown dance and mid-
night breakfast, which was accompanied by a pie-eating 
contest and spontaneous outbursts of song. 

This momentum carried into Saturday for the 
second round of ski races, in which the Middlebury 
squads reigned supreme, earning first place overall 
before a mass of supportive fans. Celebrations ensued 
at several Panther-dominated athletic contests, notably 
the women's lacrosse, women's ice hockey and men's ice 
hockey games. Following the sporting events, athletes 
and spectators alike changed gears and costume for 
the illustrious Magnolia Ball. Sporting suits and formal 
dresses, students from every class moved to the beats of 
the Marsels, which played a diverse repertoire ranging 
from Motown to classic rock. 

"I think people had a lot fun over Winter Carni-
val," said Vinson Cunningham II '06. "Taking Friday off 
certainly allowed us to squeeze in more events, and take 
some time to relax and spend time with friends. It is a 
great tradition, and one worth keeping." 

Jason Vrooman '03 and Lindsey 
Wolff '04 skate to the tune of 
"Carino," (right). Vrooman said 
he and Wolff practiced five hours a 
week for three weeks leading up to 
the ice show. 

Striking a Scott Hamilton-like 
pose, Jonathan Hayward of the 
Champlain Valley Figure Skating 
Club wows a packed Kenyon Arena 
dur ing the "Middle of the Road" 
ice show (left). 

PHOTOS BY VLAD LODOABA 
A N D ALBERT BITICI 

Renowned vocalist and musician Francois Clemmons belts out show-
tunes on Thursday night dur ing the Winter Carnival Cultural Gala. 

Vermont Jazz Ensemble swings with a swanky beat on Thursday night in the CFA during Carnival's annual 
Cultural Gala. The entire Gala was organized by first-years Virginia Harper and Meredith Conrad. 
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Morgan Jones '04 (Mojo) puts a new spin on educating Middlebury's next generation — breakdancing. The class and performance were held on Thursday in the CFA during opening night. 

Promising first-year guitarist Jenny Schneider plays an original piece at the talent show. Middlebury's On Tap rattles the stage as the t roupe rounds out its second performance of the 
Could this be Middlebury's next Anais Mitchell? talent show. 

The Middlebury community 's finest fledgling skaters per form to "Moving Right Along" in Saturday's ice show at Michael Kirkland '04, the emcee of the talent show, flashes his fine '80s outfit. 
Kenyon Arena. Kirkland elicited many laughs for calling President McCardell "Johnny Mac." 
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WHAT'S 
WONG? 

ALL THE ANSWERS TO YOUR 
PHILOSOPHICAL CONUNDRUMS 

BY VENESSA W O N G 

One rarely pauses to ask 
oneself, "How would I describe 
the world?" Stopping by Mead 
Chapel one afternoon, I gazed on 
the surrounding scene. The white 
speckled mountaintops anchored 
under a flawless blue sky appeared 
in all their magnificance. In town 
an elderly couple strolling down 
the block, hand-in-wrinkled-hand 
caught my eye. I noted the way the 
warm afternoon sun casts a long 
shadow on the sparkling snow-
coated street. There are precious 
moments in the day to day experi-
ences of each person in which 
the mundane world is unexpect-
edly transformed into something 
fantastic. For a few, these moments 
become the catalysts of artistic 
expression — representative cre-
ations that provide a window into 
the mind of the artist possessed by 
the things he or she observes. 

However, in today's objectiv-
ity-obsessed society, art is eclipsed 
by scientific industries that seek 
to rationalize and explain the 
world rather than to depict it. 
Art, offering no explanations and 
lacking practical application, seems 
"useless." It does not reveal the 
t ruth, but a distorted version of it. 
However, as Michael Oakeshott ar-
gues in "The Voice of Poetry in the 
Conversation in Mankind," art can-
not be read in search of anything 
other than artistic t ruths."[A] 
poetic image never 'lies' because 
it does not affirm anything." It is, 
rather, the voice of imagination. 

According to Oakeshott, 
"Some people find poetic images 
unintelligible unless they can be 
shown in some sense ' true' or 
representations of ' truth' ." But the 
difficulties that face such a require-
ment "are circumvented by means 
of a concept of 'poe t ic truth', a spe-
cial kind o f ' t r u th ' usually believed 
to be more profound than other 
manifestations of ' truth' ." For him, 
the purpose of art is to provide 
an escape f rom all other practical 
activity. 

Paul Nelson, professor of 
Political Science and the Direc-
tor of the Performing Arts Series, 
says, "Human beings need art. We 
need it to adorn our existence and 
to be an escape or alternative to 
other sorts of practical activity. To 
experience the world artistically 
is to create images of it and to live 
amidst those images and to delight 
in those image." Nelson contin-
ues, "Experiencing art is of a very 
different kind and every human 
being needs that kind of experience 
occasionally." 

Daniel Houghton '04, a former 
American Literature major, now 
turned Art major, believes thinking 
artistically is to "Take a problem 
in any discipline and solve it well. 
Then return, and resolve it better 
than before. . . [Thinking artistical-
ly] begins in your hands beautifully 
and rises to something greater." 

Art always exists all around us. 
As Nelson says, "Many [students] 
have the opportuni ty to experience 
works of art in a way different f rom 
studying and creating them. . . there 
are performances and works of art 
all over the campus." 

From Russia with love 
By Aglaya Glebova 

ASSISTANT FEATURES EDITOR 

The Campus: Could you tell 
me a little bit about your child-
hood? Rumors abound — people 
say you've met Stalin. 

Davydov: Stalin?! I was born in 
Prague. My parents lived in Russia 
as children, before the Revolution. I 
was born just after Russians entered 
the city. The Russians arrested all 
Russian émigrés — executed my 
grandfather and arrested my father. 
Then, a month later, I was born. My 
mother and I were sent to a remote 
region of Czechoslovakia, the Czech 
GULAG. In 1957 Nikita Khrushchev 
and Bulganin, his Prime Minister 
came to our town. They were on a 
tour. Our town needed a pioneer 
girl and a pioneer boy to give a bou-
quet of flowers to Khrushchev and 
Bulganin and give them a speech 
in Russian. I wasn't even a pioneer, 
not because I didn ' t want to be, but 
because they wouldn't let me — my 
father was arrested, my grandfather 
was a White Army officer. But be-
cause no one could speak Russian 
in Slovakia, they asked me. I agreed. 
They quickly made me a pioneer — 
issued me the party ticket, dressed 
me in white, tied a red scarf around 
my neck. So, they sent us to the 
tribune and I went to Khrushchev, 
reciting the speech. He interrupted 
me and asked why I speak Russian 
so well. I told him, "I am Russian. 
He asked, "Where is your father." 
I said, "You arrested my father in 
1945 and I have not seen him." To 
which Khrushchev said, "I did not 
do it, but if your father is still alive, 

I promise you will see him." I had 
something on me that I was very, 
very proud of. Just week ago a friend 
of our neighbors f rom Sweden gave 
me plastic sunglasses — you could 
stretch them, twist them — totally 
indestructible. As Khrushchev's 
train was parting, I handed him my 
glasses through the window. 

About a week later, I opened 
an illustrated magazine, and on 
the fold page, there was a big pho-
tograph of Khrushchev on tour 
in Berlin, and he was wearing my 
sunglasses. Shortly afterwards a 
Russian black limou-
sine came from 
the Russian 
E m b a s s y 
with an 

tion for me to go to Moscow and 
hopefully see my father. 

The Campus: Did you meet 
your father in Moscow? 

Davydov: Not in Moscow. 
Eventually, I was sent to Crimea, to 
an exquisite pioneer camp, Artek. I 
was placed in an international camp 
with children of European commu-
rfst leaders. At the pioneer camp, 
after lunch there is "the dead hour" 
- everyone has to lie down and 
sleep. And the girls were sleeping on 
the beach and the beach was under 
the room where the ping pong 

table was. The Russian 
kids would come 

to me during 
the "dead 

h o u r " 
a n d 

say, 

"Sergei, come out, we're going to 
play ping pong." It was the custom, 
I don ' t know why, but everyone 
in Artek was swimming, tanning 
and sunbathing in the nude. It was 
kind of communist nudism. So we 
spent our afternoons studying the 
anatomy of the daughters of Euro-
pean party bosses. 

And again, nothing happened 
to us, because the administration 
of the camp new that I was personal 
guest of Khrushchev. One day a 
man, whom I vaguely recognized as 
my father because of his picture that 
was hanging over my bed all these 
years, showed up at camp. What 
arrived was only a distant resem-
blance of what I imagined my father 
to be, but it was him. 

The Campus: So how did you 
end up at Middlebury? 

Davydov: After my first inter-
view with the College, I was invited 
to campus for another interview. 
And I didn ' t know that the college 
would pay for the hotel, so I took 
my girlfriend and her tent, and we 
pitched the tent not far f rom the 
college so that I wouldn't miss the 
morning appointment with the 
Provost. I did get the job. I taught 
here for two years. Then I taught at 
Yale, went on to earn my tenure at 
Bryn Mawr, taught at Princeton and 
Berkeley. Then it turned out there 
was a slot at Middlebury, and so I 
returned to where I started. That 
spot where we pitched our tent is 
now on our lot. 

The Campus: And then you 
built your banya? 

Davydov: Oh yeah, I am a Rus-
sian. I cannot help it. 

WINNERS/ LOSERS 

WINNER: 
HAVANA 
NIGHTS 

LOSER: 
MIDDLEBURY 

NIGHTS 

H O T , S T E A M Y A N D C O L D , D R Y A N D 
F I L L E D W I T H L U S T Y F I L L E D W I T H D U S T Y 

P A S S I O N , F E A T U R - C L A S S I C S , 
I N C M I K E B O O R E M F E A T U R I N G J A M E S 

A M D R O M O L A M A D I S I O N A N D 
G A R A I . J E A N - P A U L S A R T R E . 

WINNER: 
RETURN OF 
THE KING 

LOSER: 
RETURN OF 
THE FLING 

REMEMBER T H A T 
C H I C K / D U D E YOU 
B R O U G H T H O M E 

AFTER T H E BALL? N O ? 
WELL, N O T U N T I L YOU 
SAW T H E M IN ROSS O N 

SUNDAY M O R N I N G 

W I N N I N G A R E C O R D -
T Y I N G 11 OSCARS. 
T H I S FILM S W E P T 

EVERY CATEGORY IN 
W H I C H IT WAS N O M I -

NATED. 

LOSER: 
RETURN OF 
THE FLING 

REMEMBER T H A T 
C H I C K / D U D E YOU 
B R O U G H T H O M E 

AFTER T H E BALL? N O ? 
WELL, N O T U N T I L YOU 
SAW T H E M IN ROSS O N 

SUNDAY M O R N I N G 

WINNER: 
JOHN 

MCCARDELL 

LOSER: 
JUDGE 
JUDY 

ELOQUENT, FAIR AND 
HONEY-TONGUE», 

KRESJDENY MCCARDELL 
FÛUN» HIS CALLING 

FRIDAY N I G 0 X FUDGING 
THE TALENT .SHOW.. 

T H I S IRREVERENT 
LOOSE C A N N O N ' S G O T 
N O T H I N G O N T H E AR-
TICULATE T O N G U E O F 
MIDDLEBURY'S O W N . 

SHE'S NOT THERE 

Albert Bitici 

Jennifer Finney Boylan, professor of creative writ ing and chair of the English depar tment at 
Colby College, takes a moment to ponder a question f rom Vicky Baptiste '04 at a reception in 
Redfield Proctor Room. Boylan, a male-to-female transsexual, gave a reading of her memoir 
"She's Not There" followed by an informal question-and-answer session to a jam-packed crowd 
at McCullough Tuesday evening. Boylan kept the audience in stitches with a f rank yet open style 
of reading and talking, interrupt ing her readings to go on tangents about guinea pig noises and 
transsexual Republicans. The talk, sponsored by the Depar tment of Psychology and co-spon-
sored by numerous other on-campus groups, was a unique oppor tuni ty for the Middlebury 
communi ty to get a peek at the oft-overlooked transgender community. 
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W E L L E S L E Y C O L L E G E 

S U M M E R S C H O O L 

S E S S I O N I 
S E S S I O N II 

June 1 4 to July 9 
July 1 2 to August 6 

: v.. • ' •: 

• Taught by Wellesley faculty 

• Open enrollment for 
college undergraduates 

& postgraduates 
high school juniors & seniors 

auditors 

Writing and mathematics courses for 
high school juniors & seniors 

ANNOUNCING 
THE 11™ ANNUAL MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE 

PUBLIC SERVICE LEADERSHIP 
AWARDS 

C A L L FOR N O M I N A T I O N S ! 
President McCardell and the Alliance for Civic 

Engagement are pleased to announce 
Middlebury Col lege 's 

11th annual Public Service Leadership Awards. 

D o YOU KNOW A 
MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE STUDENT 
YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE 

FOR PUBLIC SERVICE? 

Please call or fax the 
Middlebury College Alliance for Civic Engagement 

at tel: 443-5082 or fax: 443-2990 
to request a nomination form. 

Forms can also be downloaded from the Web at 
http://vvww.middlebury.edu/offiees/ace/service__awards/. 

All currently enrolled Middlebury College 
students are eligible for nomination. 

NOMINATIONS ARE DUE 
MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2004 

Public service takes shape in many different ways. 
These awards recognize Middlebury College students who, 
through their involvement and leadership in public service, 

have helped make a difference to 
community members and/or organizations. 

it's all online 

w w w . w e l l e s l e y . e d u / S u m m e r S c h o o l 
7 8 1 - 2 8 3 - 2 2 0 0 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Cider Mill Animal Hospital Sign Stolen: 
Please return our sign! It is important that 

people and their pets be able to find the 
hospital during emergencies. 

If you have information as to the location 
of this sign, please call 462-2345. 

If you are in possession of it, kindly 
return it (no questions asked). 

Florida only $69 one way all taxes included. 
Mexico/Caribbean $125 each way 

all taxes included. 
Europe $169 each way. 

Other worldwide destinations cheap. 
Book on-line www.airtech.eom or 

(212)219-7000 

Add a conversation starter to your resume! 
Leam to work as a Whitewater Raft Guide 

with the people who built the business -
Nantahala Outdoor Center! 
5 days rafting instruction, 

2 scenic southeastern rivers, 
1 heck-of-an experience. 

This could be the chance you've been waiting 
for! 

Call 800.232.7238, visit www.noc.com 

Get the training you need 
for a career in business. 

SUMMER 
INSTITUTE 
for undergraduates 
June 2 0 - J u l y 1 6 , 2 0 0 4 

If/hM do I Knoio abourt we? 
Be informed. Be healthy. Take care of yourself. 

For annual checkups, birth control including 
emergency contraception, pregnancy testing, and 

testing & treatment for sexually transmitted infections. 

call l . 8 o o . 2 3 0 . P L A N . 
The phone will ring in the health center nearest you. 

www.ppnne.org 

m 
I Planned 
I Parenthood* 
of Northern New Errand 

Talk to us in confidence. With confidence. 
Funded in part by a fédérai grant from Title X. 

http://vvww.middlebury.edu/offiees/ace/service__awards/
http://www.wellesley.ed
http://www.airtech.eom
http://www.noc.com
http://www.ppnne.org
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IS IT ART? 
THE LINE BETWEEN 
PORN AND LEGAL 
LITERATURE 

Indian folk tales spring to life 
By Joyce Man 
STAFF WRITER 

Having my parents read me to 
sleep was one of those commercial-
ized childhood experiences that I 
always saw on television but never 
got to have myself. Happily, this in-
justice was rectified last Friday as I 
listened to Kirin Narayan's render-
ing of old Indian folk tales as part 
of the Art Museum's "Every Picture 
Tells a Story" program. 

From her wide-eyed facial 
expressions and eloquent hand 
gestures, it was immediately obvi-
ous that this first public storytelling 
session would not be her last — if 
her audience had anything to do 
with it. 

A child of the 
oral tradition, 
Narayan was fed 
a regular diet of 
folk tales since 
early youth. 

What took more time to be-
come apparent, however, was the 
way Narayan's life paralleled those 
of her ancient Indian story charac-
ters. Just like the sadu holy man, the 
king's storyteller and Chunko the 
cat, Narayan's life keeps building on 
itself and creating circles. 

jK child of the oral tradition, 
Narayan was fed a regular diet of 
folk tales since early youth. "Listen-
ing to stories was a way of relaxing 
when I was young," said Narayan. 

She, in turn, proceeded with the 
oral tradition, but in a more aca-
demic way, through documentat ion 
and research. Eventually in 1987, 
she landed in Middlebury College 
as assistant professor of anthropol-
ogy. Today, she has come another 
full circle, returning to the Center 
for the Arts to tell us her stories. 

Surrounded by colorful pic-
turebook paintings by Chicano, 
African-American and Indian art-
ists, and young children eager for 
a good folktale, Narayan narrated 
first the story of an Indian sadu, or 
holy man, who goes into the woods 
to meditate but encounters a grave 
problem. "You see," Narayan said 
as the audience leaned forward in 
anticipation, "in the woods there 
was a mouse who kept nibbling at 
his loincloth, and how can anyone 
meditate when a mouse is biting at 
their loincloth?" 

Amid laughter and eager at-
tentiveness, Narayan led us along 
as a cat is brought in to deal with 
the mouse, then a cow is brought in 
to provide milk for the cat, then a 
servant to milk the cow, and so on 
until a whole communi ty develops 
around the sadu who, in exaspera-
tion, gives up on yoga and medita-
tion and gets married. 

As with all folk-tales, particu-
larly Indian ones, the sadu's story 
is not just that. It is also steeped 
in proverbial wisdom, explained 
Narayan. "The saying goes ' f rom a 
loincloth an entire world can come 
into being.' If you focus on one ob-
session, you come up with an end-
less string of problems." The tale's 
meaning was universally applicable 
and obviously struck a chord even 
with our audience in the Art Mu-

seum, a world away f rom the story's 
Indian origins. 

On a cultural note, however, 
this folk tale is more geographically 
confined and conveys an immedi-
ately recognizable identity through 
imagery characteristic of the re-
gion — there is the prerequisite 
farmland cow, a yogi sadu stripped 
bare of all earthly possessions and 
a village of people to offer counsel 
and help. 

The story plays out inside a hot 
wood beside a small agricultural 
community. Beyond all the mor-
als and wisdom, the purpose of 
these stories is to convey facets of 
the Indian character f rom mouth 
to mouth . Narayan stresses that 
folktales are inextricably linked to 

Indian culture. "You will find that 
much of India is marked with sto-
ries like these," she said. 

Back in the museum, three 
young children stretched out on 
the carpet and grew quiet in rapt 
attention. Narayan began her next 
story about a cat that is married off 
to a young man. 

Narayan shaped the smooth 
silken fur of the purring, playful 
Chunko and surprised even her 
adult audience when she revealed 
the magical t ransformation of this 
small feline character into a beauti-
ful enchantress. What becomes ap-
parent is that at the most basic level 
these stories teach us to relax, to sit 
back, listen and be entranced in a 
good plot line. 

C o u r t e s y 

Kiri Narayan narrated traditional Indian tales to a rapt audience. 

Vlad L o d o a b a 

In the spirit of Black His tory Month , AAA hosted an evening of jazz and dinner on Friday, Feb. 27. Crystal Belle '04, a coordinator, explained, "AAA 
decided to do this event during black history month to give people an overall understanding of the significance of black music, particularly jazz, in 
the United States." She was "very pleased with the event, as many people f rom the community, administration and student body came out to support 
the event." According to Belle, the "highlight of the night was the wonderful jazz lecture given by professor John Gennari f rom UVM [bottom left]. 
With his video images and inherent passion for black music, he delivered an engaging and interesting lecture." 

IT'S ALL ABOUT SOUL 
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Misery loves company 
Conor Oberst performs at Higher Ground 

the tension, the struggle infused 
in his lyrics and chords. Without 
the voice, this could be any other 
band. 

But it is the tragedy and des-
peration he spits out — his yell, 
more of a strain, a loud, desper-
ate, crazed wheeze — that set the 
Omaha-based Bright Eyes apart. 

Without the band to balance 
all this pain and torture, however, 
it is a little hard to handle. If you 
see Oberst solo, make sure you 
know what you're signing up for 
— someone taking a knife out of 
his own chest and stabbing it into 
yours. 

Without his fellow Bright 
Eyes bandmates there to balance 
his misery — he releases it like 
an airborne disease that risks 
contaminat ing your bloodstream 
— you'll be left standing s tunned 
and devastated when the crowd 

C o u r t e s y d e a r s 

Conor Oberst played with Jim James and M. Ward at Higher Ground last Friday. We love to hear Oberst's mis-
ery. We love to feel it, because he's 

By Mike Deni 
STAFF WRITER 

Conor Oberst's hair is jet black. His eyes are big. 
When he opens them, you pray he doesn't look at you. 
They roll into the back of his head when he shudders 
with the words that erupt f rom his body. He's slight of 
figure and reminds you of someone f rom your high 
school who you can't quite place. 

As they performed together last Friday night at 
Higher Ground in Winooski, Oberst shared cigarettes 
and alcohol with his guitarist and pushed his head 
affectionately into the chests of fellow musicians Jim 

OFFAIR 
WITH CHRIS EBERLY 

You're left grimacing, staring 
harder at this little boy who 
writes songs like Bob Dylan 
never could, because Bob Dylan 
probably never felt this much 
pain. 

James and M. Ward. When the band plays, he bends at 
the waist, his hair hangs down. Sometimes he shakes 
it like a wet dog, as though he were trying to shake the 
feeling out. 

Once he spits violently onto the stage, as though 
it were that simple, as though that's what he's really 
doing with his music — taking a feeling and spitting 
it out . 

You can't stop staring at him as he sings songs of 
self-hatred and self-criticism 
that hit you like a chord played 
too loud. You're left grimac-
ing, staring harder at this little 
boy who writes songs like Bob 
Dylan never could, because 
Bob Dylan probably never felt 
this much pain. 

It's not just the words. If 
I were to say to you, "Every-
thing I've ever done is trite and 
cheap, including this," you'd 
probably feel sorry for me. But 
you don't feel sorry for Conor 
Oberst. You can't feel anything 
but the t ru th of what he's say-
ing. 

You can't feel anything 
but the complication of that 
feeling — the weight of it — as 
you try to unders tand if he's 
right or not. But the songs he 
has created are so clear and 
vivid that somehow you know 
what he's saying is true. 

What makes his music 
so visceral and powerful is 
his voice, the way he re-lives 
every statement. You can feel 

made it into something beautiful, 
something we can love. 

When Bright Eyes, after one of Oberst's deaden-
ing lines, kicks in with a somber, almost playful melo-
dy — with that backdrop of sadness and an overtone 
of revelry in the face of untold hardships — it's as 
if they are saying, '"We're gonna laugh, we're gonna 
drink, until the morn ing comes,' despite all those ter-
rible things our lead singer just told you about." 

If they can do it, maybe we can do the same with 
our own sadness. Or at the very least, just ride on his 
Oberst's wave. 

When you listen to Bright Eyes you feel like you 
have just been inducted into the Tragic-Helpless-
Sad-People-Who-for-Some-Reason-Can' t-Live-Life-
l ike-Everyone-Else-but-I t ' s -Okay-because-There 's-
Bright-Eyes Club. Misery is alright. 

But faced with nothing but the man himself, 
decked out in every thread of his misery, it is a little 
hard to retain a sense of emotional well being. Many 
people left the concert disconcerted, downright upset 
and depressed themselves. 

It was as if he had just sacrificed himself on stage 
— he just keeps performing the rites night after night, 
inflicting pain again on some distanced self. It is self-
sacrifice, but by default, we are implicated in the 
experience, too. It is hard to watch, but it appears to 
help him. It's medicine he seems to prefer to the pills 
he takes to counter-act his depression. 

My advice is this: if you can see the whole band, 
you're in for a treat. If all you can get is Conor Oberst, 
take what you can, but be prepared. His words, his 
voice, the notes he chooses and the way he chooses to 
sing are not for the faint of heart. 

"Lifted..." is Bright Eyes' most recent full-length album. 
C o u r t e s y 

Eberly's finest hour -
MAJOR? Neuroscience. 

NAME OF YOUR SHOW? The Eleventh Hour. 

SHOW'S TIME-SLOT? Monday 6 to 8 p.m. 

DESCRIBE THE TYPE OF MUSIC THAT YOU PLAY. 
New and different rock and electronica that you won't hear 
anywhere else. 
WHY DO YOU PLAY THE MUSIC YOU DO? To prove 
that alternative music is not what I think you think it is. 

WHAT THREE ALBUMS/ARTISTS ARE IN YOUR CD 
PLAYER RIGHT NOW? Xiu Xiu's "Fabulous Muscles," 
Great Lake Swimmers' self-titled album and Moby's "Animal 
Rights." 

WHAT BOOK IS ON YOUR BESIDE TABLE RIGHT 
NOW? "The Stories of Vladimir Nabokov." I tell people I'm 
reading it for pleasure, not for class. 

BEST ALBUM OF ALL TIME? 
My number one desert island album is Meatloaf's "Bat Out 
of Hell." 

IF YOU COULD RESURRECT ANY FAMOUS DEAD 
PERSON AND HAVE LUNCH WITH HIM/HER, W H O 
WOULD IT BE? It depends where we're having lunch. 

GREATEST MUSICAL TRIUMPH EVER? When David 
Bowie met Iggy Pop. 

GREATEST MUSICAL TRAVESTY EVER? "Sweet Home 
Alabama" 

VINYL, CASSETTE, CD, OR MP3? Nothing gives me 
greater pleasure than the rich, warm sound of Winamp. 

IF YOU COULD HAVE ANY SUPERPOWER, WHAT 
WOULD IT BE? The power of normal human vision. 

CAFFEINATED SUBSTANCE OF CHOICE? Eye-Opener 
Blend 

PROCTOR, ROSS OR FREEMAN? Proctor. 

FAVORITE VIRTUE? A nice smile. 

FAVORITE VICE? It rhymes with tequila. 

WHAT ARE YOU MOST KNOWN FOR? My ability to 
dunk from the free-throw line. 

• « v 
WHAT QUOTE DO YOU LIVE BY? Quotes are for the 
weak-willed, to paraphrase Nietzche. 
DO YOU SUFFER FROM ANY PHOBIAS? There isn't 
enough room in the entire paper. 

MOST TREASURED POSSESSION? My dignity. 

WHICH WORD OR PHRASE DO YOU MOST OVER-
USE? On the air I say "so...yeah" every five to 10 seconds. 

IN 10 YEARS, YOU WILL BE? [ At j the top of the Latin 
American Music charts. 

— ERIKA MERCER, ARTS EDITOR 
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FEELIN' GROOVY 

Vlad Lodoaba 

Green Gold Groove, a local high school band, play at Proctor. Their rendition of Pink Floyd's "Another Brick in the Wall" struck a 
chord with some college students in the audience. 

Shalom-Pax: a chants encounter 

By Rebecca Browngoehl 
STAFF WRITER 

O n Sunday, Feb. 29, Jewish cantorial m u -
sic and Gregorian chant assuaged an intimate 
audience in Mead Chapel. The spiritual and 
hypnotizing scores of "Shalom-Pax" were en-
chanting. The performance was organized by 
Robert Freedman, rabbi of Israel Congrega-
tion, Manchester, Vt., and William Tortolano, 
professor emeritus of music and fine arts at 
St. Michael's College in Winooski. 

The communi ty experienced Freed-
man's chants of biblical texts and directional 
hymns, as well as performance of vespers and 
a requiem mass by the Vermont Gregorian 
Chant Schola. The chapel was filled with a 
surprising number of couples, mostly in their 
40s and 50s, many of whom had their eyes 
closed and a relaxed countenance. 

Throughout the performance, there was 

an aura of peace and satisfaction inside the 
chapel — a lack of frenzy and activity that is 
rarely at Middlebury. Twelve men in renais-
sance choir white robes serenaded the audi-
ence for over an hour. Their presence evoked 
images of medieval Roman monks placed in 
Jewish synagogues. 

Drawing from his musical background, 
the lead singer Freedman sang with a beauti-
ful, rich voice which reverberated across.the 
chapel and sent chills up his listeners' spines. 
As a scholar of music and vocal performance, 
he has performed in operas, solo recitals and 
professional choral groups. He chants in He-
brew but in English explains to the audience 
the significance of his words, which derive 
f rom the Book of Genesis, Lamentations and 
several Psalms. 

The tranquility on the faces of those sit-
ting in the audience was reminiscent of the 

lazy weekends of one's childhood. But at the 
same time, it was a cathartic and religious 
experience. 

Nothing can describe the feeling inside 
a chapel when 12 men stand up together and 
begin chanting a liturgy centuries old. 

After the Jewish portion, the Gregorian 
chants commenced. The men were poised, 
perfect and unfeeling. Unlike the rabbi their 
faces revealed nothing besides the deep 
vibrations of their music. They looked so 
content in their repose — respectful yet with 
a certain curve at the edge of their lips and 
scrunching at the corners of their eyes that 
suggests they are all in their own worlds, lost 
in the hypnotizing sensations of the prayer. 

It was not until the end of the show that 
its intensity became apparent. "Shalom-Pax" 
left its audience in a peaceful state of mind. It 
was truly a religious experience. 

BY AARON STRUMWASSER 

Mad Mel 
returns with 
passion 

I confess, I have not seen Mel Gibson's 
"The Passion of the Christ." Nor do I plan 
to. Does it portray Jews unfairly? The 
probable answer is a good reason to avoid 
watching the movie. But I have a purely 
cinematic excuse — Mel Gibson, who 
for more than 30 years has exhibited less 
range than a pair of walkie-talkies held by 
conjoined twins. 

When an actor participates in a bad 
movie, unless conspicuously over-financed 
or over-released or both, it disappears 
almost instantly from the public eye. But if 
that movie escapes theaters with a profit, 
the actor at stake lives another day on the 
casting couch. Apparently Mel Gibson has 
starred in enough disturbingly lucrative 
movies that he bought his own casting 
couch. He sits in it, too. 

In 1995, Gibson directed and starred 
in "Braveheart," which gave us three hours 
of him yelling, fighting and taking savage 
liberties with history, Nobody knows ex-
actly what caused the mythical Scots war-
rior William Wallace to rebel against the 
English, so Gibson reincarnated Wallace 
as Mad Max. In fact, almost every Gibson 
film is "Mad Max Redux." The recurring 
storyline is that some bad guys violate the 
good guy's family and then the good guy 
gets revenge. And while there are only three 
movies with the words Mad Max in their 
title, we should indict "Lethal Weapon," its 
three sequels, "Ransom," "Payback," "The 
Patriot" and his Max-ed-out portrayal of 
"Hamlet" for formulaic indecency. 

"Bird on a Wire," however, reverses 
the Mad Max formula. This t ime the bad 
guys (the mobsters) seek revenge against 
the good guy (an FBI informant played by 
Gibson). Unfortunately the bad guys fail, 
and "Bird on the Wire" fell to earth without 
making so much as a dent on the box-of-
fice. Five years later Gibson reclaimed his 
dubious throne with "Braveheart." 

Then Gibson crossed over into the 
I-Wonder-if-I 'm-Crazy genre. In "What 
Women Want," Gibson thinks he can hear 
women think. In "Signs," Gibson thinks 
he can see aliens. In "Conspiracy Theory," 
Gibson thinks he can — well, you can 
guess from the title. Of course, at some 
point during these movies we learn that 
Gibson's characters are either supernatu-
rally perceptive or correct in their suspi-
cion that aliens exist. 

The real-life Gibson, too, believes he 
is supernaturally perceptive. Regarding 
"The Passion of the Christ," Mel Gibson 
told Diane Sawyer, "I believe that he [the 
holy ghost] is looking favorably on this 
film." Gibson also said he wants his film 
to be "shocking." I am shocked indeed 
— shocked that he has yet to announce 
his intention to make a sequel about the 
Second Coming in which the spirit of Mad 
Max possesses Jesus. The original Mad 
Max, however, will remain Gibson's best, 
because if you watch it on vidéocassette 
Gibson's voice is dubbed over. But Gibson 
wants the last word — later this year audi-
ences will have the chance to see "Mad Max 
4: Fury Road." 

CRITIC 

Albert Bitici 

In a Sunday af ternoon performance, Rabbi Robert Freedman presented a concert of Jewish cantorial music and Gregorian chant. 
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Liking dances to her own beat 

Albert Bitici 

Werewere Liking and Nsèrèl Njock appeal to the audience dur ing Monday night's performance. 

A LOOK AT THOSE W H O DARE TO STRETCH THE CREATIVE LIMITS 

By Claire M. L. Bourne 
MANAGING EDITOR 

With flashes of color and clap-along rhythms, 
Cameroonian writer and performing artist Werew-
ere Liking took to McCullough stage Monday night. 
Joined by Nsèrèl Njock and Les Étoiles du Ki-Yi, the 
multi-talented performer drew audience members 
— local children, professors, students — out of 
their shells and onto the dance floor with a series of 
original songs that fused traditional and contem-
porary music. 

The performance, entitled "The Queen Moth-
ers of Ki-Yi: Immortal Values," explored the impor-
tance of work, friendship, compassion, love and 
spirituality through song and movement. Liking 
and Njock burst onto the stage clad in technicolor 
costumes. They sang, danced, talked, laughed and 
played musical instruments, their high energy level 
never waning. Despite a significant language barrier 
— they communicated with the audience in French 
and through the translating services of Associate 
Professor of French Armelle Crouzières — the dy-
namic quintet kept the audience engaged for almost 
two hours. The group is a unit of the Ki-Yi Mbok 
Artists' Village in the Ivory Coast that, through this 
performance, fuses deep-seated African traditions 
and the fresh vision of pan-African women. The 
five-part piece stressed "the everlasting human 
values in all of us that no evil can ever totally over-
shadow," the program explained. 

Sponsored by myriad campus offices and 
student organizations, the event was the culmina-
tion of two-year's worth of coordination efforts, 
spearheaded by Crouzières, who met Liking for 
the first time at a francophone literature confer-
ence a couple of years ago. This was Liking's first 
visit to Vermont. She was so struck by the wintry 
countryside that she penned a song called "Kiss Me 
like the Snow Kisses Vermont." Her Middlebury 
audience was treated to the first public rendition 
of the song. 

Outside rendezvous in Italy. Gang bangs in French Parks. High-class 
orgies in Parisian swingers' clubs. Sounds like a European porn video? 
These are actually a few of the episodes f rom "The Sexual Life of Catherine 
M.," written by Catharine Millet and translated into English by Adriana 
Hunter. 

No, it's not a dirty novel. First published in 2002, this graphic memoir 
recounts 30 years of the author's sexual escapades. It is a bit overt, but that's 
the point. This book occupies the genre between the cheesy, Danielle Steele 
romance novels and the explicit, orgy-obsessed Penthouse Letters. 

At first glance I thought , "Oh God, where's contemporary literature 
going?" Then I decided I'd give it a read. After all, it's a world-wide best-
seller and she's a well-respected French art critic. 

The title could not be more direct. The novel is simply and solely about 
Catherine M.'s sex life. She tells us with complete honesty how it was for 
her. She does not bore us with a clichéd tale of self-discovery or persuade us 
to behave in a certain way. Nor is she interested in arousing sexual desire in 
her readers — although you'll definitely get excited or at least curious while 
reading a couple of the encounters. Millet wrote 200-plus pages about sex! 

Millet approaches the novel as she would a critique of a piece of mod-
ern art. She writes about space, confined areas and details. She diverges 
f rom the typical chronological order of a biography. The language is a bit 
shocking because of her outrageous bluntness in describing sex. Her writ-
ing style is visual and creative. 

In the course of the book, we learn that Millet lost her virginity at 
18 and from then on participated in innumerable sexual encounters with 
seemingly hundreds if not thousands of men whose names she never knew. 
She did it in clubs, supermarkets, on the sides of highways, in art galleries 
and even in churches! 

Millet was particularly turned on by orgies and seems to have spent a 
great part of her life on her back with her legs wide open, while a line of 
men formed around her — "I was sometimes set upon so violently that I 
had to hold on to the ends of the table with both my hands and for a long 
time I bore the scar of a little gash above my coccyx, where my spine had 
rubbed against the rough wood." 

Apart f rom accounts of specific sexual encounters, Millet also offers 
us comprehensive accounts of her general likings. She tells us, "In general, 
I feel the need to take a man into my mou th in the first few moments of a 
sexual encounter . . . " She takes us through her favorite sexual position, her 
self-pleasuring diligence and her preferred fantasies. 

I won't lie — sometimes I thought I was reading Playboy in its textual 
form. But Millet did have a purpose in writing beyond simply telling all. 
She clarifies her reasons for writing in the afterword. Millet wrote with the 
intentions of triggering openness in sexual discourses. She wanted to create 
and generate a movement where sexuality is spoken about honestly. 

What this book does is offer a new way of looking at sex. If you try to 
see it f rom Millet's perspective, it is definitely a dramatic revelation. She 

raves about a liberating and devoid-of-sentiment type of sex. She envisions 
a t ime when "fucking in a station concourse without causing offense to any 
passersby" will be acceptable. While the world is certainly not prepared for 
this frankness (nor should it be), Millet's message is applicable to the more 
conservative public. She instills vision of easing human relations. 

If you can get past the sexual jargon — actually, don't because it's 
entertaining and unbelievable — you'll learn a lot about how you look at 
sex and what it means for you as well your views on honesty and openness. 
"The Sexual Life of Catherine M." reaffirmed my unwavering belief that 
openness — which leads to affection and emotional connections — is im-
portant to having a fulfilling life. 

— CHRIS GROSSO, ARTS EDITOR 

The fscxticiI L ife 
r,/Catherine V/. 

'This is the n»««t explicit book about 
sex ever w r i t t e n by a w o m a n ' 

I.t>MT s o W H I T E 

C A T H E R I N E M I L L E T 
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M j t ô f a w PICKERING 

TITLE 
& X X ) L D MOUNTAIN 

AUTHOR 
A CHARLES FRAZIER 

PUBLICATION DATE 
1997 

I recently watched "Cold 
Mountain," the Civil War epic based 
on Charles Frazier's 1997 word-of-
mouth bestselling novel of the same 
name. The film, starring Jude Law 
and Nicole Kidman, stays faithful 
to the text. However, as fantastic 
as the cinematic version is, with its 
smoldering love affair and dead-on 
acting, the novel exceeds all expecta-
tions. "Cold Mountain" received 
overwhelming praise from critics 
and general readers alike. 

Virtually none of that praise 
is exaggeration. In fact, "Cold 
Mountain" is an anachronism, a 
species of literature long thought 
extinct — a novel that made it to 
the top without the help of mass 
publicity and promotion. In short, 
"Cold Moutain" was a publishing 
phenomenon. 

Based on the "Odyssey," Cold 
Mountain is a love story centered 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains of 
western North Carolina. Inman, 
a carpenter, receives a gruesome 
wound in batde with Yankee troops 
in Virginia. The war is drawing to a 
close and little hope remains for the 
South. Convalescing in a military 
hospital, Inman decides to return 
home to Ada, the Charleston belle 
with whom he fell in love before the 
war began. At the time of his depar-
ture Inman and Ada had only kissed 
— nothing more. 

In the novel's opening chapter 
Inman awakes to a peaceful sunrise. 
With the measured confidence of 
man whose mind is made, Inman 
steps out the window opposite his 
bed. So begins his journey home to 
the hamlet of Cold Mountain. 
The story of Inman's Odysseus-like 
journey and Ada's Penelope-like 
endurance is told in a calm but 
powerful manner. As one would 
expect of a Homeric hero, Inman's 
journey is fraught with peril. Union 
army patrols, treacherous civilians, 
temptresses and the dreaded Home 
Guard (Southern militia who roam 
in search of deserters) beset him on 
his way. 

Though less threatening, Ada's 
trials are equally engaging. Reli-
ant on her father, Ada is cast loose 
when he abruptly dies. Ignorant 
of farming, and unable to cook or 
keep house, Ada lives of the welfare 
of friends while her property and 
possesions fall into disrepair. The 
situation turns drastic until Ruby, 
a wild no-nonsense country girl 
with know-how, moves in with her. 
Under Ruby's guidance Ada repairs 
the property and restores her self 
worth. Waiting in the wings, in true 
Homeric fashion, is an unwanted 
suitor, a brutal captain of the Home 
Guard. 

To his absolute command of 
language Frazier couples a profound 
knowledge of life in Civil War era 
North Carolina. 

As a debut novel, "Cold Moun-
tain" is nothing short of a miracle. 
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Skiers build momentum for NCAA title 
Alpine and 
Nordic capture 
5 of 8 events 

CONTINUED FROM I>AC;I 28 

placed in the top 10 as well by finish-
ing sixth with a time of 13:55.3. 

At the Snow Bowl, the alpine 
skiers also had a formidable show-
ing with Slalom racers finishing 
fifth, sixth and 11th on the Ross. 
"The nordic team made it easy [for] 
us," explained Alpine Coach Forest 
Carey. "Throughout the season they 
are always done before us. It can take 
pressure off [the racers) when we see 
Middlebury is already ahead because 
of them." 

Fred Emich '04, who knows the 
Snow Bowl better than anyone else 
after skiing on it for four years, led 
Middlebury with a t ime of 1:21.53 
after the second run, less than two 
seconds behind the winning pace 
set by Paul McDonald from Dart-
mouth . David Coriell '06 continued 
the strong skiing he exhibited at the 
Williams carnival, finishing less than 
a 10th of a second behind in sixth 
(1:21:61) followed by Eric Rygg '04 
in 11th (1:23:34). Jessica Smith '05 
— who continues to impress — led 
the women. Smith finished fifth in 
the Slalom event with a t ime of 1: 
35.57, only two seconds behind the 
leader, Cour tney Calise f rom Dart-
mouth . Tara Martin '07 finished 
right behind in sixth with a t ime 
of 1:36.18, Brie Pike-Sprenger '04 
placed ninth ( 1:36.69) and first-year 
Lindsay Brush had a strong showing 
as she finished 12th (1:37.12). 

Middlebury closed out the EISA 
carnival season with t r iumphant 
finishes in the top third of all events 
to cement their EISA Championship 
and Middlebury Carnival victory. 
"Compet ing on our home hill has 
always been huge, both for alpine 
and nordic," explained nordic coach 
Terry Aldrich following the races. 
"Racing on trails that we use for 
training on a daily basis is always an 
advantage. The crews at the Snow 
Bowl and Rikert give us the very best 
training conditions all year so when 
race day comes, we are used to the 
trails. And the opportuni ty to race 
in f rom of a home crowd of friends 
and family is a huge motivational 
advantage other teams don't have. A 
great illustration is the performance 
of our Giant Slalom skiers on Satur-
day. Placing five men in the top seven 
is unheard of at this level." 

The Panthers were led by an 
overpowering performance in 
the Giant Slalom (GS) event. The 
Middlebury alpine team had its best 
showing of the year. 

For the men, Emich continued 
his impressive showing by winning 
the GS with a t ime of 2:00.77. A few 
hundredths of a second behind came 
teammate Rygg finishing second (2: 
00.95). Peter Phillips '05 broke into 
the top five by finishing four th (2: 
01.16). Derek Shields '05 and Coriell 
finished sixth and seventh respec-
tively (2:01.52 and 2:01.63), giving 
Middlebury five of the top seven 
spots. 

The women, too, showed the 
benefits of skiing on their h o m e 
mounta in for the final race of the 
carnival. Brush turned heads by win-
ning the GS with a t ime of 2:04.12. 
Smith closed out a strong event by 
finishing third (2:04.66), followed 
by Molly Russel '05 in seventh (2: 

05.60). 
That morning , down at Bread-

loaf, the nordic t eam didn't miss a 
beat. Kuzzy assumed his usual spot 
and led the way, finishing third in 
the 15K with a t ime of 41:28.9, 10 
seconds behind the winning pace, 
again set by Bailey. Rodgers was a 
few seconds behind in eighth (42: 
27.8) followed by Jack Whi tcomb 
'06 in 14th (43:19.5). Newick set a 
strong Panther pace for the women 
in the 10K, finishing in third with a 
t ime of 30:10.4, two seconds behind 
the winner, Kate Underwood from 
the University of New Hampshire . 
Whi tcomb followed right behind in 
fourth (30:49.3) and Berkley Leach 
'04 finished eighth (31:16.6). 

Knowing better than anyone 
else the nuances of the Snow Bowl 
a n d Rikert Touring Center, in their 
last carnival ever, seniors Emich, Ne-
wick, Whitcomb, Leach, Rodgers and 
Sprenger capped their careers with 
particularly strong performances. 

What has been the key to this 
year's success? "I feel the reason is 
we have extremely talented skiers in 
both disciplines who are highly mo-
tivated," said Aldrich. "We also have 
incredible balance between men and 
women, and between alpine and 
nordic. We have no weak event." 

"The biggest struggle we faced 
this year was one of high expecta-
tions at the end," he added. "In the 
beginning we were clearly the under-
dog to the UVM tradition of win-
ning, however, after we won the first 
three carnivals we felt self-imposed 
pressure to continue to win." 

Carey summed up the season by 
saying, "We won the first carnival in 
20 below weather. Right off the bat I 
knew this year would be special." He 
went on to say, "I 'm really just proud 
of this team. Everyone stepped up 
when we needed it. Emich in the 
beginning coming f rom the back of 
the pack, and then to see h im win 
this past weekend was just great. The 
girls, too, they just kept fighting away 
and they finally come out on top." 

Middlebury returns to the slopes 
on March 10-13 at the NCAA Cham-
pionships hosted by the University of 
Nevada-Reno. It will be the ultimate 
test and will show how the team can 

perform on a national scale. "We're 
sending a strong squad," commented 
Carey. "We go out as the number -
one seed f rom the east. The western 
schools will be tough. They have a 
lot of European skiers, and by only 
sending three males and three fe-
males leaves little room for error, but 
I know we can ski with anyone." 

The teams will certainly experi-
ence difficulties due to the difference 
in condit ions between the East and 
the West. 

"The nordic team is in a tougher 
position," said Carey, "going out to 
altitude. For [the alpine team] the 
soft snow will be a little rough in the 
beginning." The coaches are con-
fident though, with Aldrich saying, 
"As a Division-Ill institution we'll 
go out west as an underdog which is 
great because we may just surprise a 
few of the big dogs." 

Regardless of the outcome of the 
NCAAs, this season will be remem-
bered as the greatest in Middlebury's 
history. The Middlebury Panthers 
have done the unthinkable, winning 
five out of six carnivals and winning 
the EISA Championships on their 
own mounta in . 

Will this be the sign of greater 
things to come? Maybe, but for now 
it doesn't matter. The skiers are revel-
ing in their well-deserved victory and 
the College celebrates with them. 

Alber t Bitici 

Colin Rodgers '04 (left) tries to pass UVM's Ryan Foster in the 15K as teammates (far right) energetically cheered h im on. He placed eighth in the event. 

Albert Bitici 

The women 's a lpine t eam clocked s t rong t imes tha t helped the Panthers to victory. 

Albert Bitici 

Hundreds at tended the races, filling the Bowl's parking lot past capacity. 
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Men's hockey too big for Jumbos 
C O N T I N U E D F R O M PAGE 2 8 

While the Jumbos did not have m u c h to 
cheer about , their senior goalie, the per-
petually taunted Ben Crapser, s topped 47 
pucks and left the ice only one save shor t 
of the NESCAC tourney record. 
Senior Marc Scheuer was once again the 
superlative goaltender of the night. While 
he was no t b o m b a r d e d with too many 
shots, he remained steady, consistent and 
unyielding. Once again he m a d e a hand-
ful of stops that be long on highlight reels 
across the country. Dur ing one part icular 
Tufts breakaway, Scheuer halted the Jumbo 
attack by first s topping a rocket wrister and 
proceeded to deny the r ebound by falling 
f rom his already established butterf ly posi-
tion into an all out spread eagle 

M E N ' S H O C K E Y 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

Middlebury 

This upcoming Saturday, the Panthers 
will be skating against their foes f rom 
Hami l ton College on the ice in Kenyon 
Arena. An intense m a t c h - u p that pits the 
White Mules of Colby against the Ban-
tams of Trinity will follow the Panther / 
Cont inenta l mat inee. The Panthers will be 
paying part icular a t tent ion to this ma tch -
up. Ou t of Middlebury 's three losses this 
season, bo th Colby and Trinity have been 
on the winn ing side of things against the 
Panthers. Beaney said, "All the remain ing 
teams are tough and anyone can win this 
thing. We need the same solid goal tending 
and timely goals that we've been getting in 
order to keep advancing." 

The postseason is always intense. 
Teams know that a loss means no t o m o r 
row. The games are characterized by 
heightened level of play and a never-say-
die at t i tude. 

"There will be some great hockey 
for all the fans this weekend,"commented 
Beaney. The Panther fai thful will be there, 
and you can bet that Beaney and the boys 
will be there. With the NESCAC title u p for 
grabs, the Panthers will surely br ing their 
"A" game. 

Albert Bitici 
Adam Foote '04 and the rest of the Panthers t u rned their backs on the Jumbos Saturday in a 7-1 rout . 

Scuba class promotes spring fever 
By Jack Donaldson 

STAFF WRITER 

In the beginning of February 
the weight room is crushed under a 
horde of students looking to get fit. 
Lines for the treadmills and bikes in-
crease, free weights become a hassle 
and the abdominal machines are a 
nightmare. 

It is not just varsity athletes, but 
everyone seems to be down in Nel-
son, trying to get svelte. The raison 
d'être: Spring Break. Beach season 
looms large, and everyone wants to 
be David Hasselhoff or Heidi Klum. 

In a similar vein, these warm 
weather illusions of grandeur have 
spread to the nata tor ium, where 
f rom 5 to 9 p .m. every Monday, 16 
students and some local residents 
gather to receive scuba-diving in-
struction. 

Aside from qualifying the stu-
dents for valuable physical educa-
tion credit, the classes prep them 
for future exploits in locales warmer 
than ours. 

"I'll be honest," admit ted Dan 
Saper '06, a member of the class, "it's 
nice to get [the P.E. requirement] out 
of the way, bu t wi thout Spring Break 
looming large, the incentive for the 
class would be greatly diminished." 
Saper's plans for the spring recess 
include a tr ip to Hawaii with his 
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father, a tr ip that will include scuba 
diving, and one that Saper is "totally 
stoked" for. 

The scuba class started at the 
beginning of the spring term, and 
ends in the beginning of April. The 
end result of the a rduous four -hour 
sessions, paid for in dry skin and ir-
ritated eyes, will be an official scuba 
license, which allows the holder to 
be liberated from most resort re-

striction on the activity. 
Once you are a licensed diver, 

you are licensed for life. "So even 
beyond the immediate future, it's a 
nice thing to hold on to, if you like to 
dive, which I do," Saper said. 

Saper had some diving experi-
ence going into the class, but some 
of the students are rookies. Also, 
there are two father-son teams in the 
class, learning together. 

"So far," said Saper, "there have 
been no wild stories. Everyone basi-
cally does their own thing. The only 
thing that unites us is the anxiety 
f rom scuba war stories." Stories of 
things that could go wrong often 
take place deep down in the water, 
when most daylight disappears and 
one's surroundings are darker than 
night. 

The stories are mostly pre-
cautionary warnings, told by the 
instructor, Pierre "Poseidon" La-
Roque. LaRoque is an instructor 
from Champlain Divers, an outfit 
f rom Burlington, and receives high 
marks from the class — a leader by 
example more than anything else. 

At the end of the class, for the 
last five days, LaRoque leads his class 
out to Lake Champlain , and they do 
dives in a more realistic, if cloudy, 
a tmosphere. After they complete 
those dives, the students will be cer-
tified for life. 

Scuba diving is just one exam-
ple of the eclectic mix of P.E. courses 
offered by the College, open to all. 

Other activities include golf, 
tennis, squash, self-defense and a 
massage class. When told of the 
other P.E. classes offered, Saper's 
ears perked up. "Massage, eh?" he 
grinned, "That could come in handy 
for Spring Break too." 

ANGRYPETER 
BY PETERYORDAN 

Is there a better melting pot 
than the lodge at the Middle-
bury Snow Bowl? Where else 
do students, faculty, staff and 
townspeople mingle so conviv-
ially, with friendly smiles and 
nods all around? Where else can a 
top-level NCAA Division I athlete 
share a bench with a math profes-
sor and the town barber? 

I had the for tune to be at 
the Bowl on Saturday to watch 
the Carnival races, and I couldn' t 
help but recognize all the friendly 
faces a round me. It seemed like 
everybody in town was out at 
the mounta in taking advantage 
of the festivities and the bright 
spring sun to soak up a decidedly 
unseasonal tan. Everyone was in 
high spirits, watching Middlebury 
power its way to its first ever Car-
nival victory on its own mounta in . 
The moun ta in was all p r imped up 
for its big day. Visitors could elect 
to sit back at the large barbeque on 
the lodge porch or head off up the 
lifts to ski the moun ta in . An en-
terprising University of Vermont 
booster had managed to sneak up 
under the chairlift to spray paint 
UVM slpgans in the snow, b u p n o 
one topped the brave Middlebury 
fans who clambered on to the 
snow-covered pond halfway up the 
moun ta in to write GO M I D D in 
e n o r m o u s letters. 

The Middlebury racers were, 
of course, a spectacular center-
piece to the event. Led by GS win-
ners Fred Emich '04 and Lindsey 
Brush '07, Middlebury grabbed 
spot after spot in the standings to 
the delight of the crowd. 

The ambiance was wonderful , 
and the i m p r o m p t u cross-country 
sprint relay race at the base of the 
moun ta in showed how much the 
racers themselves were getting in 
the spirit and enjoying the day. 

But the Snow Bowl is always 
wonderful , even on a quiet week-
day. The spirit of the Carnival is 
just an extension of the normal 
w a r m t h our moun ta in radiates 
all season long. Every t ime I go 
there and step into the tiny lodge 
I run across people I 'm glad to see 
— fr iends I never b u m p into on 
campus, familiar staff members 
and professors and townspeople I 
pass every day. The whole Middle-
bury commun i ty seems to come 
together to share a day on the 
moun ta in . 

I'll admit , I own a season 
pass to Sugarbush, and I go there 
whenever I really want to ski 
hard. The three little lifts and tiny 
trails of the Bowl can't compare 
to the big mounta ins . The Snow 
Bowl occupies the chief spot in 
my thoughts , however, despite its 
creaky lifts and tiny trails. When 
fr iends come u p to visit, I don ' t 
take them to the Bush or to Mad 
River Glen. I take them to the 
Bowl, and invariably they have a 
wonder fu l t ime. The friendliness 
and int imacy of the Snow Bowl, 
Carnival t ime or otherwise, is 
someth ing no other m o u n t a i n can 
copy. 
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To the top of the world 
Britton Keeshan '05.5 heads to Everest in search of a record seventh climb 

• R É M I 

By Peter Yordan 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

For a Middlebury pre-med, 
noth ing is scarier than the MCAT 
— not even climbing the world's 
tallest moun ta in . Just ask Britton 
Keeshan '05.5: he's about to do 
both . 

Middlebury 's most f amous 
moun ta in climber, however, is no 
stranger to daun t ing obstacles. In 
fact, he travels the globe in search 
of them. The 22-year-old is prepar-
ing to add to his shining climbing 
resume the crowning achievement 
of an already wildly accomplished 
youth. At the end of March he will 
set off for the foot of M o u n t Everest 
in an at tempt to become the young-
est person ever to have climbed the 
tallest moun ta in on every conti-
nent on Earth, known as the seven 
summits . 

Keeshan is no stranger to the 
spotlight, either. The grandson of 
beloved children's television enter-
tainer Captain Kangaroo, Keeshan 
has seen his n a m e bandied about 
in the headlines in the wake of his 
grandfather ' s death last m o n t h . 
Profiles in Newsweek, Sports Il-
lustrated and Men's Journal have 
tu rned h im into someth ing of a 
cause célèbre as he seeks to reach to 
reach the pinnacle of the world in 
record t ime. 

" I 'm just going to give it my 
best shot, and we'll see what hap-
pens," said Keeshan. "Even if I don ' t 
make it, it's something I 'm p roud to 
have tried." 

Everest caps off a worldwide 
tour that has seen Keeshan travel 
to every cont inent on the planet 
in search of his goal to cl imb the 
seven summits . He's already nailed 
six of them, f rom Alaska's imposing 
Mt. McKinley, snowy Elbrus in the 
Caucasus, the desert moun ta in of 
Aconcagua in Chile and Africa's 
M o u n t Kilimanjaro, to the frigid 
Vinson Massif in Antarctica and 
tiny Kosciusko in Australia. "It was 
someth ing I realized I could do 
after I climbed Mt. McKinley. I've 
been able to see the world and been 
able to meet amazing new people." 

Keeshan began his journey 
in 1999 at the age of 17, when he 
first ascended McKinley, or Denali 
as it is also known. At 20,320 feet 

, it is Nor th America's tallest peak. 
He had started moun ta in cl imbing 
only three years earlier, when as a 
precocious 14-year-old he - s u m -
mit ted the famous Grand Teton in 
Wyoming. "I just kind of fell into 
it. Then I went to Alaska in 1997 at 
the age of 15, and I just fell in love 
with McKinley." Keeshan survived 
the moun ta in , where temperatures 
can routinely d rop to minus 40 
Fahrenheit . "McKinley was a big 
mental challenge. It took us 24 days 
to get to the summit ." Day after day 
he found himself carrying 80 lbs. of 
gear up the moun ta in . "In the end 
I really learned to love that style of 
climbing. Once you come down off 
a moun ta in you have a desire to go 
right back into the mountains ." 

It wasn't unti l 2001 that things 
really got started, however. Keeshan 
took advantage of his Feb semester 
to travel down to South America, 
where he braved the high Andes to 
claim 22,841 foot Aconcagua. 

Next he tu rned his at tent ion 
to the Old World, taking a safari 
to beautiful , snow-capped M o u n t 
Kil imanjaro in Tanzania, where he 
cl imbed nearly four miles in six 
days, start ing f rom steamy jungle 
at the base all the way up to the 
icy r im of the peak's long extinct 

volcano. 
From there he headed to the 

Caucasus to climb Russia's Elbrus, 
which, surpasses the more famous 
Mont Blanc as the highest peak in 
Europe. 

Keeshan even had to travel 
down to forbidding Antarctica and 
the rarely cl imbed Vinson Mas-
sif to complete his quest. He used 
this past J-Term to make the long 
journey down to the bo t t om of the 
Earth. "The sheer logistics of get-
ting to Antarctica were enormous ," 
he said. There are no airstrips on 
the cont inent , so Keeshan's plane 
had to land on a strip of glacial ice 
that served as a runway, where they 
were forced to slide for some 11 
miles before coming to a stop. "The 
Vinson Massif starts at about 8,000 
ft. and only goes to about 16,100, 
but since there is less concentrated 
oxygen at the poles of the Earth it 
feels like 20,000 feet." 

Ironically, however, it was 
Australia's tiny M o u n t Kosciusko, 
whose peak barely surpasses 7,000 
feet and is serviced by the chairlifts 
of the mounta in ' s local ski resort, 
that caused Keeshan some of the 
worst trouble. Passing th rough 
Hong Kong on his way to Australia 
last year dur ing the height of the 

SARS epidemic, Keeshan became 
sick with a severe cough and a fever. 
Australian health officials forced 
h im to go under quaran t ine for sev-
eral weeks unti l his sickness abated. 
Eventually Keeshan was allowed to 
make his pleasant fou r -hour hike 
to the top of Australia for his sixth 
continental coup. 

Now all that remains between 
Keeshan and his goal are some 
29,035 feet of t reacherous rock, 
snow, and ice. There is, of course, 
no guarantee that Keeshan will 
be able to complete his climb of 
the often s tormy and dangerous 
moun ta in , where bad weather can 

' force even the most experienced 
climbers back down. "It's different 
because of the altitude. The high 
alt i tude makes the technicality 
that exists much more difficult. It's 
going to be a mental ly daun t ing 
process. 

"I've never been up to 8,000 
meters before. I 'm just going to give 
it my best shot. I 've been t raining 
hard. I 'm confident in my skills." 

Keeshan will have to survive 
miles of dangerous terrain to even 
approach the high summi t . Places 
like the crevasse-filled K h u m b u 
icefall, where falling chunks of ice 
the size of cars and buildings can 

KEESHAN'S SUPER SEVEN 
ASIA: 

SOUTH AMERICA: 

NORTH AMERICA: 

AFRICA: 

EUROPE: 

ANTARCTICA: 

AUSTRALIA: 

MOUNT EVEREST (NEPAL) 29,035 ft. 

ACONCAGUA (CHILE) 22,841 ft. 

MOUNT McKINLEY (USA) 20.320 ft. 

KILIMANJARO (TANZANIA) 19,340 ft. 

ELBRUS (RUSSIA) 18,513ft. 

VINSON MASSIF 16,067 ft. 

MOUNT KOSCIUSZKO 7,310 ft. 

Courtesy 

create an ever-changing death t rap 
that Keeshan will have to traverse 
four times. "You're cheating death 
every t ime you walk through there," 
he said. 

Keeshan's climb is being spon-
sored by AT&T in hopes that he 
will overtake 23 year old Japanese 
climber Astsushi Yamada as the 
youngest person to reach the seven 
summits . Yet the record is not the 
driving force behind Keeshan's 
quest. "My climbing is not about a 
record," he said. "The record would 
be the icing on the cake." In the end, 
however, the gravity-defying feats 
help Keeshan define his life. "With 
climbing it's all about the focus and 
the drive," he said. 

"Here at Middlebury I 'm con-
stantly multi tasking, trying to do a 
million things at once. When I 'm 
in the moun ta in s the only thing 
I can focus on is put t ing one foot 
in f ront of the other. That focus 
on each step is really stress reliev-
ing. It provides a lot of clarity and 
allows m e to come back to places 
like Middlebury and have a new 
perspective." 

In the midst of all of his 
preparat ion, Keeshan also had to 
deal with the death of his f amous 
grandfather , who had been a ma jo r 
influence in the lives of all his six 
grandchildren. "He pushed us all. 
He wanted us to explore the world," 
Keeshan said. "My grandfather is 
probably one of the reasons I found 
climbing and one of the reasons I 
stuck with it. I have h im to thank 
for all the success I've had." 

After Everest, Keeshan will 
have to tu rn his a t tent ion back to 
that dreaded MCAT. The young 
science ma jo r is even planning on 
taking his test prep book up the 
moun ta in with h im. Much of Kees-
han's free t ime in recent years has 
gone towards work in thi rd world 
medicine in places like India and 
Ethiopia. He wants to head to med-
ical school to cont inue that work. 
Cl imbing will have to take a back 
seat for a couple of years, especially 
since after Everest there is nowhere 
to go bu t down. Yet even Keeshan 
is unsure of what the fu ture has in 
store for h im. "You can only plan 
so far ahead. I don ' t th ink I'll ever 
leave the moun ta in s for good." 
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Men's team splashes to 4th 
Panthers place out of top three second-straight year 

Hans Law / The Bowdoin Orient 

Middlebury swimmers and other NESCAC competitors prepare for their championship events at Bowdoin. 

By Emily Berlanstein 
STAFF WRITER 

Last weekend the men's swim-
ming and diving team traveled to 
Bowdoin College for the NESCAC 
Championship meet. The Panthers 
placed fourth overall with 1219.5 
points, behind Williams, Amherst 
and Tufts. 

Despite falling behind Tufts by 
a narrow margin, the young Panther 
squad established itself as a force that 
will continue to compete for top 
positions in the NESCAC for seasons 
to come. 

For many of Middlebury's top 
swimmers, the vibe at the league 
championship was an unfamiliar 
experience. "The atmosphere is like 
nothing I've ever experienced. Ev-
eryone is on their feet, screaming. 
It's a tense environment and there 
is a constant flow of motion," com-
mented Tim Lux '07. 

This nervous energy had a 
positive affect on Middlebury's un-
derclass team members. Rookie Rob 
Collier '07 won the 200-backstroke 
with a time of 1:51.88, making him 

eligible for the NCAA Champion-
ships in St. Peter's, Mo. March 
18-20. Collier also qualified in the 
200-IM and the 400-IM, with times 
of 1:53.44 (fourth place) and 4:02.22 

The atmosphere 
is like nothing 
I've ever 
experienced. 

— Tim Lux '07 

(third place), respectively. 
Collier was not the only un-

derclassman to make a significant 
impact as both Rob Hillas '06 and 
Lux shattered school records. Hillas 
placed fourth in the 1,000-free with 
a time of 9:37.86 and third in the 
1,650-free with a time of 16:07.71. 
Lux placed second in the 200-breast-
stroke at 2:07.02. 

The relays were the most intense 
portion of the meet, since they came 
on the last day and determined the 

Panthers' final standing. 
Lux remarked, "We were ex-

tremely fired up for all of the relays. 
Everyone was on the deck, chanting 
and supporting the team. We did all 
we could to beat Tufts, and we per-
formed really well. Unfortunately, 
they had a strong night, too." 

The 400 yard medley relay 
team of Lux, Collier, Matt Clark '04 
and Jason Korsmeyer '05 broke the 
school record en route to a second 
place finish with a time of 3:32.16. 
The 200 yard medley relay team of 
Lux, Clark, Korsmeyer and David 
Hawkins '05 also performed well, 
earning a second-place finish with 
a time of 1:36.25. Also securing a 
second place finish for the Panthers 
with a time of 3:13.40 was the 400 
yard freestyle relay team of Korse-
meyer, Clark, Hawkins and Adam 
Rahal '05. 

Panther divers Tris Arscott '06, 
who had already qualified for na-
tionals, and Michael Young '05 were 
also significant contributors, finish-
ing fourth and fifth, respectively, in 
both the one-meter and three-meter 
events. 

Women's defense clamps down 
C O N T I N U E D F R O M PAGE 2 8 

provide much of a challenge, the 
Panthers used the game to their ad-
vantage, and recognized its impor-
tance heading into this weekend. 
"The good thing about losing the 
coin flip was that we got a chance 
to play this past weekend, and keep 
our m o m e n t u m going, rather than 
going two weeks without a game," 
commented senior captain Jean 
Butler. 

The quarterfinal win was 
the 14th straight for Middlebury 

W O M E N ' S H O C K E Y 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

Middlebury 
Connecticut College 

against Division III opponents . 
The Panthers should feel very 

much at h o m e this weekend in 
Brunswick, as this will be the sec-
ond consecutive year that Bowdoin 
has hosted the finals. Middlebury 
defeated both Williams and Bow-
doin a year ago to capture the 

championship. They also picked up 
a win at Bowdoin less than a mon th 
ago to earn a share of the regular 
season NESCAC title. 

"We're excited to go back to 
Maine this weekend. There is a 
lot of energy in their rink, a good 
crowd, and we feel very comfort-
able playing there. As long as we 
play our game, we feel pretty good 
about our chances," said Butler. 

To get to the finals, they will 
first have to get by Williams for a 
third t ime this season. The Pan-
thers won in Williamstown 6-2 
in January and squeaked out a 
3-2 victory just two weeks ago in 
Middlebury. It is always difficult 
defeating a team three times in the 
same season, and former Middle-
bury men's assistant coach Neil 
Sinclair's Ephs gave the Panthers 
all they could handle in the regular 
season finale. 

"They're a good team, and we 
know we cannot look past them. It 
will take a solid team effort to beat 
them," said junior defender Jackie 

Cohen. 
If the Panthers can successfully 

defend their title, they will gain an 
automatic bid in the NCAA tour-
nament , which begins next week. 

Currently they sit second in 
the United States College Hockey 
Online national poll, so they will 

As long as we play 
our game, we feel 
pretty good about 
our chances. 
— Jean Butler '04 

likely receive an at-large bid in 
the tournament regardless of this 
weekend's results, but that is not 
a guarantee. With two wins this 
weekend and the NESCAC cham-
pionship, the Panthers would just 
assume to not have to worry about 
that. 

SPORTSBRIEFS 
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Cooper stacks his trophy case 
After being named NESCAC 

player of the week twice in the 
month of February, Middlebury 
College senior Kevin Cooper 
was voted player of the year for 
the second year in a row and to 
the first team all-conference by 
league coaches on March 2. Mike 
Velez '04 joined Cooper on the 
first team as a defenseman. Velez 
anchors a Panther defense that 
leads the nation in goals allowed 
by opponents, averaging 1.68 per 
game. Cooper is only five points 
away from leading Division III in 
scoring and already is first in the 

NESCAC in points with 44 and goals with 27. The senior from Missis-
sauga, Ontario now has 91 goals for his career, raising the bar on his own 
record-setting tally. Cooper was an All-Conference performer for the 
third straight year and significantly contributed to Middlebury's five-year 
streak of entering the NESCAC Championships as the top seed. Velez was 
honored to the All-Conference team for the first time in his career. 

All-NESCAC for 11 Pink Panthers 
The 2003-2004 women's swimming and diving all-NESCAC team 

was announced after the conclusion of the league championships on 
February 22. Those recognized for the all-conference honors finished in 
the top three in any event they competed in at the championship meet. 
Middlebury had 11 of its 24 swimmers and divers that participated in 
the meet earn NESCAC team standards. NESCAC Champions Barbara 
Van der Veer '07, Martha Goebel '04, Teague Douglas '06 and Lizzy 
DeWitt '04, who won both the 200-free relay and the 400-free relay were 
honored, as well as individual champions in Kellianne Egan '04 (1,000-
free), Sarah Groff '04 (1,650-free) and Taylor Bolz '04 (50-breast). The 
team broke 10 varsity records on the day, four of which were relays and 
two of which were set by Tessa Truex '05, for points scored, in the one-
meter and three-meter diving. McKenna Moreau '06, Colleen Fitzharris 
'07 and Mollie Reed '06 also were named to the team for their perfor-
mances. Moreau, Van der Veer, Groff, Bolz, DeWitt, Douglas and Goebel 
have been invited to compete in the national meet on March 11-13. 

Women's ice hockey team 
rakes in awards 

The women's hockey team 
raked in NESCAC honors this 
week. Four women were named 
to the first-team on Tuesday and 
Head Coach Bill Mandigo was 
voted the coach of the year for 
the conference. Middlebury's 
two leading scorers, Lorna 
Gifis '05 and Emily Quizon 
'06, goaltender Kate Kogut '06 
and rookie defender Shannon 
Tarrant '07 all headlined four 
of the six first-team spots. Gifis 
and Quizon lead the team in 
points with 42 and are second 
iri the NESCAC, only behind the 

player of the year f rom Bowdoin College. The two have contributed six 
goals to Middlebury's 30 percent conversion rate on power plays, which 
leads the nation. Kogut and Tarrant are essential parts of a stingy defense 
that gives up only 1.22 goals a game. The team's offensive and defensive 
outputs this year are both third nationally. In his 16th season at the helm 
of the women's program Mandigo has amassed a 272-80-10 record. The 
women currently have a record of 20-3 overall and 15-1 in NESCAC 
play. The honor is the coach's first since he was named AHCA National 
Coach of the year in 2001. He has won the ECAC Women's Hockey Alli-
ance Coach of the Year award twice, once in 1996 and again in 2001. 

Mandigo will be leading the women this weekend to a defense of 
their NESCAC title at Bowdoin College. 

Track stars head to ECAC's 
Middlebury's men's and women's indoor track athletes competed in 

the all-division New England Championships this past weekend hosted 
by Boston University. Contributing to an already outstanding year, 
Maryanne Porter '04 shattered a school record in the 400-meters with 
a time of 58.62 seconds. Megan Gambino '06 ran a solid 3:07.86 in the 
1,000-meter run to best her all-New England honorary time from the 
previous meet by a full second. The Distance Medley relay (DMR) on 
the men's side, with juniors Jon Erwin and Nick Digani as well as out-
door star Kevin Bright '06 and Matt Horesta '06, broke the Middlebury 
record with a time of 10:15.40. Gambino and the DMR team will take 
their spikes to the ECAC Championships this weekend after qualifying 
this season to take part in the meet. 
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MEN'S SWIMMING | PANTHERS CAPTURE 
FOURTH PLACE IN NESCAC TOURNEY I 27 

CLIMBING | BRITTON KI1SHAN PLANS TO 
SUMMIT MT, EVEREST | 26 

GAMES TO WATCH 
MEN'S HOCKEY 
VS. HAMILTON 
MAR. 6 | 1:00 | KENYON 

WOMEN'S HOCKEY 
VS. BOWDOIN 
MAR. 6 I @ BOWDOIN 
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SKIERS CARVE CARNIVAL WIN 
Panthers victorious on home mountain for historic first EISA title 

Alber t Bitici 

Middlebury ' s alpine skiers, like their nordic counterpar t s , pu t it all on the line for two full days of racing and cap tured their fifth Carnival win. 

By Sean Breen 
STAFF WRITER 

In a superlative showing last weekend, 
Middlebury College alpine and nordic ski 
teams finished off the carnival season the 
way it began: with an historic win. The 
Panthers, after winning four of the last five 
eastern carnivals, were the overwhelming 
favorites going into Middlebury's carnival. 
They delivered. Middlebury won on its home 
mounta in and took the Eastern Intercolle-
giate Skiing Association (EISA) Champion-
ship away from the University of Vermont 
(UVM), which had held the title for the past 
28 years. The Panthers won the carnival with 
1,058 points, a comfortable distance f rom 
second place UVM (1,017) and third place 
D a r t m o u t h (1,003). 

After the first day of races, Middlebury 
held onto first place after a commanding 
showing on the flats and on the Slalom 
course. At Rikert Touring Center, the nordic 
team continued its season-long dominance. 
The men were led by Garrot Kuzzy '06, who 
finished second in the 10K freestyle event 
with a t ime of 23:40.6, a mere seven seconds 
behind the leader, Lowell Bailey f rom UVM. 
Rookie Beau Baldock '07 had a strong fifth-
place finish (24:23.1), with veteran Colin 
Rodgers '04 breathing down his back in sixth 
(24:33.9). The women skied as strong as the 
men in the 5K freestyle. The team leadership 
shone through as the two senior "Kates," Ne-
wick and Whitcomb, headed the Middlebury 
pack. Newick placed second with a t ime of 
13:33.9, six seconds off the winner — Kate 
Crawford f rom UVM — and Whi tcomb fin-
ished four th (13:44.9). Claire Anderson '06 
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Men's hockey 
dominates Tufts 

By Ryan Reese 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 

It is said that any given team 
can win a contest on any given 
night . With a bounce of the puck 
or a lucky slip of a stick, any team 
can emerge with a "W." This past 
Saturday, the Panther men's hockey 
t eam didn ' t need any of these for-
tuna te bounces or chance happen-
ings in order to prove its wor th . 
Wi th a d o m i n a n t 7-1 victory over 
Tufts University, there was little 
d o u b t that Middlebury deserved 
to advance to the final four of the 
NESCAC Tournament . 

While a crowd full of excited, 
Carnival-loving students and fans 
looked on, the Panthers proceeded 
to completely dismant le a lacklus-
ter Tufts squad. Dur ing the first 
per iod, the skaters looked a tad 
sluggish and the play was slightly 
tentative. As bo th teams were at-
t empt ing to feel each other out and 
find a groove, the first intermission 
saw a game knot ted at ones. A Brian 
Ph inney '04 power play goal was 
all Midd lebury had to show, while 
Ken Cleary of Tufts had notched a 
power play goal of his own. Little 
did the Jumbos know that Cleary's 
tally would be the last celebration 
of their '03- '04 campaign. 

W h e n asked to c o m m e n t abou t 
the remainder of the game, Head 
Coach Bill Beaney said, "We came 
out and played solid second and 
third periods. I thought we were 
moving the puck well and we were 
skating with speed." This h u m b l e 
unders ta tement describes a second 
per iod that witnessed five Panther 
goals. Senior captain John Dawson 
led the way for the Panther attack 
th roughou t the second stanza by 
setting up an Evgeny Saidachev '07 
power play strike before tacking on 
two brilliant goals of his own. With 
a goal f rom Eric Johnson '05 and 
s o p h o m o r e Jeff Smith's blistering 
slap shot that r icocheted off the 
pipes before bury ing itself in the 
back of the net, Midd lebury saw 
itself f launt ing a five goal advan-
tage before the last per iod of play 
began. 

T h e final 20 minutes of play 
were more of the same. The only 
scoring in the period came f rom 
the quick stick of John Sales '07. 
But the play was far f r o m even. In 
a game that can be s u m m e d u p by 
a 54-14 shots on goal advantage for 
Middlebury, there were few signs of 
life f rom the dejected Tufts bench. 
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Women blank Camels 
Ice hockey squad earns trip to NESCAC semis 

By M i k e K e n n e d y 
STAFF WRITER 

The Midd lebury women ' s 
hockey team opened the postsea-
son wi th a convincing 6-0 shu tou t 
of Connec t icu t College in the NE-
SCAC quar terf inals last weekend at 
Chip Kenyon Arena. 

T h e Panthers , seeded second in 
the t o u r n a m e n t after losing a coin 
flip to Bowdoin College, will travel 
to Maine this weekend to defend 
their NESCAC title. Midd lebury 
will play Will iams College in the 
second semi-f inal game at 4 p .m. 
this Saturday, while Bowdoin and 
Hami l ton will face off at 1 p .m. 
T h e finals will take place on Sun-
day at 1 p .m. 

T h e Panthers had little t rouble 
dispatching C o n n College, as they 
ou t - sho t the Lady Camels 55-5 on 
the way to the 6-0 win. Six di f ferent 
Panthers scored in the contest , wi th 
Liz Yale-Loehr '06, Emily Quizon 
'06 and Shannon Tarrant '07 each 
picking u p a goal and an assist on 
the a f t e rnoon . 

Kati M a d o u r o s '04 and Kate 
Kogut '06 split the game in t he 
goal, combin ing to make five saves 
in the shu tou t . 

Al though the Camels did no t 
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Albert Bitici 

Emily Quizon '06, one of the Panthers ' leading scorers, helped guide the 
women 's team to a comfor tab le 6-0 shu tou t over Connect icu t College. 


